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Abstract

According to the “English Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Education (2022 Edition)”, the fun-
damental task of English education is to cultivate moral character and core competencies, focusing
on the development of four dimensions: language proficiency, cultural awareness, critical thinking,
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and learning abilities. Among these, cultural awareness plays a crucial role in guiding values and is
a core element in achieving the educational objectives of the English discipline. Strengthening the
integration of cultural awareness in junior high school English reading instruction not only broad-
ens the scope and depth of teaching content but also promotes the organic integration and syner-
gistic development of all components of core competencies during the reading process. However,
current teaching practices often emphasize the transmission of linguistic knowledge while neglect-
ing the cultivation of cultural awareness. Many teachers fail to fully explore the cultural values and
logical reasoning embedded in texts, resulting in fragmented and superficial teaching. Based on these
issues, this paper adheres to the principles of the new curriculum standards, identifies practical chal-
lenges, and explores specific strategies for fostering students’ cultural awareness in junior high school
English reading instruction, aiming to provide insights for optimizing teaching practices.
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Table 2. Survey results on the impact of cultural integration teaching strategies on student learning experiences (N = 320)
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