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Abstract

Filial piety is a cultural tradition of Chinese civilization that has endured for thousands of years and
still shines brightly. From 1929 to 1937, primary school Chinese textbooks promoted the modern
transformation of filial piety narratives through the dual dimensions of “private morality-public
morality”. In the dimension of private morality, the textbooks continued the life-oriented tone of
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the new school system period, and constructed a modern family ethic of equal interaction; in the
dimension of public morality, combined with the national crisis, filial piety was extended outward,
elevating the affection for parents and elders into a mission of saving the nation. This writing wis-
dom spanning nearly a century provides a historical reference for the compilation of current pri-
mary school Chinese textbooks, including “deepening life-oriented narratives”, “exploring the con-
nection between minor filial piety and great love”, and “innovating narrative forms”, helping tradi-
tional filial piety to radiate lasting vitality in textbooks of the new era.
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