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Abstract

Picture books are not only a medium for young children to understand the world, but also an im-
portant tool for conveying social values, which are deeply loved by young children. Picture book
reading can stimulate children’s interest in reading, cultivate their aesthetic taste, and develop
their abilities of observation, imagination and reasoning. The ages of 3 to 6 are a critical period for
the development of children’s gender roles. The gender concepts formed during this period will ex-
ert a lifelong impact on their growth. Young children are highly susceptible to suggestions and have
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strong imitative abilities. The social roles, personality traits of characters of different genders and
the implicitly conveyed gender norms in picture books will exert a subtle influence on children’s
behaviors. To provide young children with proper and correct gender enlightenment, this study
conducts both qualitative and quantitative analyses on 120 children’s picture books by adopting
the literature research method and text analysis method. It identifies the gender-related problems
existing in these picture books and puts forward targeted suggestions, aiming to form educational
synergy and promote the harmonious development of young children through picture books.
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