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Abstract

Red songs, as a special musical carrier in the course of China’s revolution, construction, and reform,
carry rich historical memories, profound national sentiments, and lofty spiritual values. They are a
precious spiritual wealth of the Communist Party of China and the Chinese people. In the context of the
new era, deeply exploring and effectively leveraging the educational functions of red songs in ideolog-
ical and political education is of significant theoretical and practical importance for strengthening cul-
tural confidence, inheriting the spirit, and cultivating new era individuals capable of shouldering the
responsibility of national rejuvenation. This paper first defines the concept of red songs and elaborates
on their intrinsic compatibility with ideological and political education. It then systematically analyzes
the diverse educational functions of red songs from five dimensions: value orientation, spiritual moti-
vation, emotional refinement, historical cognition, and aesthetic education. On this basis, the paper ob-
jectively examines the practical challenges faced in the current application of red songs’ educational
functions, such as the monotonous mode of dissemination, aesthetic barriers with the youth, and the
tendency towards formalism in educational practices. Finally, the paper proposes practical paths to
optimize the educational functions of red songs from four aspects: innovating dissemination forms,
deepening content interpretation, integrating into practical activities, and building a collaborative ed-
ucation framework, with the aim of providing useful references for enhancing the appeal, influence,
and effectiveness of ideological and political education.
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