Advances in Education #H#/%, 2026, 16(1), 1442-1450 Hans X
Published Online January 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ae
https://doi.org/10.12677/ae.2026.161197

BILERFFE T EEHFR TN BEERX
BRAT

—RUInEEE1E A6

HERTITIE 2 Be b B vE 27 B, VLR %

Wk H . 20254F12 H14H; FHEM: 20264F1H13H; KA HM: 20264F1H21H

HE

AN EE S HE AN AT, ST 2021~20244E L7555 8 IR EM (B — )R8+
BRI BRI AEI. TR, HEREERAETRYARERBERNTER, HAEKREK
BERESIE R, ERENBESIMEEAYENR . BAERY, FEGZERERERBEEH KRR
K, BRERBYERE S E TR IR A, RTRERBLERNIEE. 2BUCRRKGETERE
AR B AR R EERL, BEERREMBERNNESE, WENERHBLERAWITE, XU
SRR RG] 25 RIBIEM -

XK ia

BLRTE, WEIE, WRER, BERABR, HERL

A Study of the Thinking Ability Levels in
English Reading Comprehension Based on
the Core Competencies

—A Case Study of New Curriculum Standard National Examination
Paper I

Yujia Chen, Yating Fan, Yutong Lu, Mengyu Sun, Ming Zhang, Suping Yuan, Juan Pan*

School of Foreign Languages, Huaiyin Normal University, Huai’an Jiangsu

Received: December 14, 2025; accepted: January 13, 2026; published: January 21, 2026
TEIRER .

NESI M BN, VR, R, IMER, KR, RECT, WE. ORI T S S B U YR 2 R T
[]. #H LR, 2026, 16(1): 1442-1450. DOI: 10.12677/a.2026.161197


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ae
https://doi.org/10.12677/ae.2026.161197
https://doi.org/10.12677/ae.2026.161197
https://www.hanspub.org/

PRIEE 45

Abstract

This study employs a combined quantitative and qualitative research methodology to analyse
the distribution of thinking ability levels within the English reading comprehension section (PartI)
of New Curriculum Standard National Examination Paper I from 2021 to 2024. Findings reveal
that while both higher-order and lower-order thinking ability assessment points feature in the
reading comprehension papers across these years, their quantitative distribution exhibits signifi-
cant imbalance. Specifically, the proportion of questions testing higher-order versus lower-or-
der thinking fluctuates significantly across years, with lower-order questions consistently domi-
nating the distribution. Recommendations for future examination design emphasise achieving a
more balanced allocation of question types across cognitive levels. This approach should ensure
the assessment of foundational thinking skills while strengthening the evaluation of higher-or-
der thinking abilities, thereby enhancing the examination’s capacity to positively guide and in-
fluence teaching practices.
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Table 2. Distribution of questions by different cognitive levels in Jiangsu New curriculum standard national examination paper
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Figure 1. Reading comprehension (Section 1) distribution ratio chart of six assessment focuses
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Figure 2. Reading comprehension (Section 1) distribution map of high and low level thinking ability assessment focuses
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Figure 3. Reading comprehension (Section 1) distribution map of low level thinking ability assessment focuses
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Figure 4. Reading comprehension (Section 1) distribution map of high level thinking ability assessment focuses
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