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Abstract

In recent years, private secondary vocational education, as an important component of China's vo-
cational education system, has faced a prominent issue of collective learning apathy among stu-
dents, which has severely impacted educational quality and student development. Using School A in
City L as a case study, this research employs a comprehensive approach combining literature review,
questionnaire surveys, and interviews to systematically investigate the specific manifestations,
multidimensional causes, and countermeasures for collective learning apathy among students in
private secondary vocational schools. The study finds that the characteristics of learning apathy
manifest psychologically as a lack of intrinsic motivation and feelings of inferiority and rebellion,
behaviorally as classroom disengagement and avoidance, and emotionally as frustration and bore-
dom. The causes are complex and multifaceted, involving four key dimensions: individual student
factors (low learning efficacy and unclear goals), family factors (lack of support and inappropriate
expectations), school factors (outdated teaching methods and poor management), and societal fac-
tors (bias against vocational education and concerns about future prospects). Based on these find-
ings, this study constructs a multi-collaborative intervention framework, proposing targeted strat-
egies in four areas: stimulating students’ intrinsic motivation, strengthening family support sys-
tems, optimizing the school education ecosystem, and improving the societal perception of voca-
tional education. The aim is to provide theoretical reference and practical pathways for alleviating
and ultimately resolving the issue of collective learning apathy in private secondary vocational
schools.
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Figure 1. Flowchart of group dynamics theory (peer effects, group norms)
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