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Abstract

Objective: To explore the impact of subject competitions on the professional identity of primary
education normal university students and its mechanism, focusing on the mediating effect of edu-
cator spirit cultivation and the moderating effect of teacher education lectures. Methods: A survey
was conducted among 202 primary education majors using the “Normal University Students’ Pro-
fessional Identity Questionnaire” and the “Educator Spirit Cultivation Questionnaire”. Results: (1)
Subject competitions showed significant positive correlations with teacher education lectures, ed-
ucator spirit, and professional identity of normal university students. Educator spirit showed sig-
nificant positive correlations with teacher education lectures and professional identity. Teacher ed-
ucation lectures showed a significant positive correlation with professional identity. (2) Educator
spirit played a mediating role between subject competitions and the professional identity of normal
university students. (3) The first half of the mediating pathway “subject competitions —» educator
spirit - professional identity of normal university students” was moderated by teacher education
lectures. Conclusion: Educator spirit plays a partial mediating role between subject competitions
and the professional identity of primary education normal university students, and this mediating
effect is moderated by teacher education lectures.
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Figure 1. The relationship between subject competitions and professional identity of primary education teacher trainees: a
hypothesized model of educator spirit cultivation as a mediator moderated by teacher education lectures
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Table 1. Correlation analysis of participation frequency in subject competitions, participation frequency in teacher education
lectures, professional identity, and educator spirit
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Table 2. The mediating effect of subject competitions
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Table 3. Test of the moderated mediating effect of subject competitions on professional identity
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Figure 2. Moderating effect of teacher education lectures on the relationship between subject competitions and educator spirit
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