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Abstract

Against the dual contemporary context of the comprehensive advancement of the rural revitaliza-
tion strategy and the accelerated implementation of educational digital transformation, the rural
handicraft industry, with its characteristics of “low-threshold labor absorption and strong cultural
bearing of local values”, has become an important starting point for activating the terminal of the
county economy and addressing rural “hollowing-out”. However, most current handicraft indus-
tries are confronted with development bottlenecks such as “skill gap between generations and se-
vere product homogenization”, and their sustainable upgrading urgently requires the dual support
of intellectual resources and talents from the education system. Taking the two-dimensional hand-
icraft industry in Shizhangmeng New Village, Binzhou, Shandong as a field case, this paper draws on
the core perspectives of Schultz’s human capital theory and Bourdieu’s cultural capital theory to
construct a three-dimensional analytical framework of “knowledge transfer, skill incubation, cul-
tural inheritance”. It specifically explains how rural education provides full-chain empowerment
for the handicraft industry from labor quality improvement to brand value upgrading through the
progressive practical path of “popularization of basic market cognition, stepped manual skill train-
ing, and creative transformation of local culture”. The research shows that by building a tripartite
collaborative mechanism of “university intellectual supply, village community organizational coor-
dination, workshop practical transformation”, education not only effectively bridges the shortcom-
ings of “skill gap” and “cultural emptiness” in the handicraft industry, but also promotes the identity
transition of rural left-behind groups from “passive laborers to active entrepreneurs”, ultimately
forming a positive cycle of “education empowers industrial quality improvement and industry feeds
back rural development”. The practical summary of this paper can provide reference for labor-out-
flow villages in central and western China to explore the income-increasing model of “education-
embedded handicraft industry”, and also offer new path insights for rural education to connect with
local industrial needs and realize “promoting industry through education and revitalizing villages
through industry”.
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