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Abstract

Against the backdrop of urban-rural structural transformation and family restructuring, multigener-
ational cohabitation and division of labour within rural households have become increasingly preva-
lent. Consequently, the influence of family support on children’s academic performance exhibits more
complex intergenerational structural characteristics. Employing grounded theory methodology, this
study explores the underlying mechanisms through which multigenerational family support im-
pacts rural children’s academic achievement. Findings reveal that the division of labour and coor-
dination between parents and grandparents in daily care, financial support, emotional support, and
educational support collectively shape children’s psychological security, study habits, and academic
expectations. These factors subsequently influence academic performance through multiple path-
ways. Compared to the intensity of support itself, the coordination and alignment among multigen-
erational support mechanisms better explain variations in rural children’s academic performance.
This study enriches the explanatory framework of family education research by adopting a multi-
generational support structure perspective, offering practical insights for rural family education
support initiatives.
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Table 1. Basic information of the rural child interview sample
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Table 2. Open coding and initial concepts
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Table 3. Categorization of initial concepts
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Figure 1. Theoretical framework of family multi-generational support factors influencing the academic per-
formance of rural children
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