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Abstract

In the context of core competencies, issue-based teaching is regarded as a key pathway for implement-
ing activity-based subject curricula. However, in the current implementation of issue-based teach-
ing in high school ideological and political courses, problems persist, such as the design of issues
deviating from the objectives of core competencies, the creation of contexts being detached from
students’ real-life experiences, the design of discussion activities tending toward oversimplification,
and the evaluation of discussion-based learning lagging behind instructional practice. These issues
constrain the depth of students’ learning and hinder the effective attainment of core competencies.
In light of this, this paper explores strategies for optimizing issue-based teaching grounded in instruc-
tional practice: by constructing a tiered system of issues oriented toward competencies, enabling
students to engage in meaningful discussions; by creating authentic contexts rooted in students’
experiences, fostering resonance in their discussions; by designing logically progressive, sequenced
discussion activities, promoting the development of students’ higher-order cognitive abilities; and
by implementing diversified evaluation throughout the entire instructional process, facilitating the
organic integration of “teaching, learning, and evaluation”. These strategies aim to guide students to-
ward deeper learning and effectively enhance their core competencies in ideological and political ed-
ucation.
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Table 1. Issue-based learning activities
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Table 2. Self-assessment form for issue-based learning activities
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