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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the deepening globalization and the opening-up strategies for education,
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the cultivation of intercultural sensitivity among university students has become particularly im-
portant. Using questionnaires and interviews, this study compares the intercultural sensitivity lev-
els of students in Sino-foreign cooperative education programs and regular majors at a second-tier
undergraduate university, analyzes the similarities, differences and their causes, and explores whether
cooperative education programs offer replicable practices in enhancing students’ intercultural sen-
sitivity, so as to provide meaningful references for improving university students’ intercultural sensi-
tivity and global competence. The results indicate that students’ intercultural sensitivity is at an above-
average level. Compared with students in regular majors, those in Sino-foreign cooperative education
programs perform better in the overall score of intercultural sensitivity as well as in dimensions such
as engagement in communication and recognition of differences. The interview findings further re-
veal that language proficiency, opportunities for intercultural contact and learning environment are
important factors influencing students’ intercultural sensitivity. Finally, this paper discusses the re-
search results and puts forward prospects for future research.
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Table 1. Personal information of student interviewees
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