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Abstract

With the advancement of urbanization, rural left-behind children are confronted not only with so-
cialization issues arising from changes in family structure, but also with the influence of media use
on their everyday learning practices. Based on fieldwork findings, this study observes that
smartphones have become increasingly embedded in the daily lives of left-behind children. Taking
rural left-behind children as the research subject, this paper explores the role of smartphones in
their socialization process. The study finds that, in the context of insufficient parental companion-
ship, smartphones to some extent function as a form of “media substitution”, providing new chan-
nels for emotional expression and reshaping patterns of peer interaction. However, excessive reli-
ance on digital media may also lead to risks such as internet dependency and social withdrawal.
Understanding this process contributes to a more comprehensive perspective on the impact of dig-
ital media on the socialization of left-behind children, and offers empirical insights for media liter-
acy education and behavioral guidance in rural basic education.
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