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Abstract

As China’s higher education system transitions from an elite-oriented to a mass-oriented model, the
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rapid increase in the number of universities and the continuous expansion of their scale have led to
the growing problem of “all universities looking the same”. By analyzing the background of the uni-
versity classification and evaluation system reform, this paper elucidates the logical shift from homog-
enization to differentiation. It examines issues that arose during the reform process—such as imper-
fect classification standards, constraints imposed by traditional mindsets, and fragmented policy im-
plementation—and proposes targeted strategies to address them. It aims to provide theoretical sup-
port and practical guidance for effectively reforming the classification evaluation system for higher
education institutions, promoting their distinctive and diverse development, and enhancing the over-
all quality of higher education.
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