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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the deepening development of the “ideological and political education
through the curriculum” concept, the geography examination papers for the National College En-
trance Examination (Gaokao) serve an important educational function, and the methods and effec-
tiveness of incorporating ideological and political elements into them warrant in-depth exploration.
This paper takes the geography examination papers from Jiangsu Province’s new Gaokao system
for the years 2021~2025 as its subject of study. It systematically analyses the current state of the
incorporation of ideological and political elements across four dimensions—mark allocation, ques-
tion types, contextual settings and content—and summarises their specific manifestations in areas
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such as “patriotism”, “cultural identity”, “ecological civilisation” and “global perspective”. The study
found that ideological and political elements in the examination questions exhibit characteristics
of regularity, structural integration and contextualisation. Building upon these findings, the paper
proposes teaching strategies such as thematic instruction, deepening inquiry-based learning, strength-
ening critical thinking training and enriching contextual experiences, with a view to providing guid-
ance for the effective implementation of ideological and political education within the geography
curriculum.
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Table 1. Summary of political education elements incorporated into the Jiangsu province new university entrance examination
geography papers (2021~2025)
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Figure 1. Marking scheme for geography questions incorporating elements of ideological and political education in the Jiangsu
examination papers, 2021~2025
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Figure 2. Structure of geography exam questions incorporating political and ideological elements in the Jiangsu paper, 2021~2025
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Figure 3. Presentation of geography exam questions incorporating political and ideological elements in the Jiangsu paper,
2021~2025
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Figure 4. Content assessed in the 2021~2025 Jiangsu province geography examination papers incorporating elements of ide-
ological and political education
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