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Abstract

With the in-depth advancement of the rural revitalization strategy, the education of rural left-be-
hind children has gone beyond the scope of individual growth, and become a key criterion for eval-
uating rural governance efficiency, educational equity and sustainable development capacity. Tak-
ing Muai Town, a typical labor-exporting town in southwest China, as the research object, this paper
adopts a five-stage progressive research logic of “theory-investigation-analysis-modeling-counter-
measure”, and comprehensively applies multiple research methods including literature research,
stratified questionnaire survey (N = 120), in-depth interview (32 respondents including students,
guardians, teachers, community cadres and social workers) and classroom observation. It system-
atically explores the actual situation of left-behind children from six dimensions: academic perfor-
mance, mental state, family guardianship, school education supply, community support and policy
implementation. The research finds that the educational dilemmas of left-behind children in Muai
Town feature obvious structural superposition. Specifically, the family guardianship function is
continuously weakened, with more than 70% of left-behind children guarded by elderly grandpar-
ents with low educational attainment, and less than 40% of migrant parents maintaining effective
parent-child communication. Schools face insufficient educational supply, including structural
teacher shortage, lack of psychological counseling services and homogenized after-school services.
The community service system for children is nearly incomplete, while social forces participate in
child assistance in a fragmented and campaign-oriented way. Besides, cross-departmental collabo-
rative governance of local government suffers from policy suspension and implementation discon-
tinuity. Based on Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory, this paper innovatively constructs a
town-level education support system model characterized by “four-in-one integration and five-di-
mensional linkage”, which takes strengthened family guardianship as the foundation, improved
school education quality as the pivot, reconstructed community service space as the bond, social
participation as the supplement, and government overall governance as the guarantee. It puts for-
ward targeted, feasible and county-promotable countermeasures: establishing a dual-track family
education support mechanism combining online parent schools and guardianship competency as-
sessment; implementing a teacher empowerment plan covering county-level school personnel
management, senior teacher volunteer support and resident psychological counselors; building
standardized village-level children’s homes equipped with full-time child supervisors; constructing
a town-level child service platform to realize data sharing, resource allocation and closed-loop de-
mand response among government, social organizations, schools and villages. This study provides
concrete solutions for underdeveloped towns to solve educational difficulties of left-behind chil-
dren, and delivers the “Muai Model” with theoretical value and practical significance for the
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modernization of grassroots education governance under the background of rural revitalization.
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