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Abstract

The implementation of current national strategies urgently demands a large number of top-tier in-
novative talents in geography. As key bases for talent cultivation, local colleges and universities face
practical challenges such as uneven student quality, structural shortages in faculty, homogenized
training systems, and insufficient depth in practical teaching. The spirit of educators provides val-
uable guidance and action directions for cultivating top-notch innovative talents in geographical sci-
ence at local colleges and universities. Based on an analysis of the scientific connotation of the edu-
cator spirit, this study constructs a six-dimensional guiding framework encompassing “ideals and
beliefs, moral integrity, educational wisdom, dedication, benevolence, and the pursuit of grand vir-
tue.” It further proposes practical pathways for the independent cultivation of outstanding innova-
tive talents in geographical science at local colleges and universities: clarifying training objectives
to foster patriotism and professional identity; optimizing the curriculum system by establishing a
modular “foundation + frontier + interdisciplinary” structure; deepening practical teaching through
innovative “scenario+” field internship and training models; promoting the integration of science
and education by creating alinkage mechanism between undergraduate research training and men-
torship; and strengthening faculty development by cultivating a high-level teaching team imbued
with the spirit of educators. This study aims to provide theoretical references and practical guid-
ance for the high-quality development of geographical science in local colleges and universities.
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