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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the continuous advancement of curriculum reform in basic education, the
agenda structure, collaborative relationships, and knowledge production patterns of secondary
school geography education research have undergone significant changes. Taking articles published
in Geography Teaching and indexed in CNKI from 2006 to 2025 as samples, this study obtained 6584
valid papers after excluding non-research texts such as conference records and data compilations.
CiteSpace was employed to conduct a visual analysis of authors, institutions, and keywords, and
representative literature was further examined for content interpretation. The results show that,
first, the themes of secondary school geography education research have generally shifted from “in-
structional design and classroom improvement” to “core competencies, curriculum-based ideolog-
ical and political education, and interdisciplinary integration”, demonstrating a strong responsive-
ness to curriculum reform. Second, although the density of collaboration among authors and insti-
tutions has increased overall, such collaboration remains concentrated mainly among universities,
while secondary schools continue to be marginalized within the research community, and stable
two-way interactions between theoretical research and classroom practice have yet to be estab-
lished. Third, topics such as “teaching evaluation”, “learning evaluation”, and the integration of in-
formation technology have long failed to become core research hotspots, indicating that current
studies, beyond focusing on “what to teach” and “how to teach”, still pay insufficient attention to
“how to evaluate” and “how technology can support competency development”. Based on these find-
ings, this paper argues that the research focus should shift from merely “responding to reform” to
effectively “supporting reform”, and that a more sustainable knowledge production mechanism
should be developed in such areas as evaluation system construction, digital technology application,
and collaborative research between universities and secondary schools.
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Figure 1. Formation mechanism of research hotspots in secondary school geography education from 2006 to 2010
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Figure 2. Keyword co-occurrence network of secondary school geography education research from 2011 to 2015
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Figure 3. Keyword co-occurrence network of secondary school geography education research from 2016 to 2020
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence network of secondary school geography education research from 2021 to 2025
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Figure 5. Author collaboration network of secondary school geography education research from 2021 to 2025
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Figure 6. Institutional collaboration network of secondary school geography education research from 2021 to 2025
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