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Abstract

Practical innovation ability is a core competency for professional master’s degree students in pre-
school education (M.Ed.), which directly affects the quality of cultivating high-level applied early
childhood education talents. Based on the collaborative education theory and situated learning
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theory, this study conducted a simultaneous survey using a self-developed questionnaire targeting
current preschool education master’s students, their supervisors and program administrators, as
well as frontline kindergarten teachers at a university in Yunnan Province. The findings showed
that while all three groups highly recognized the importance of practical innovation ability, several
problems persisted in talent cultivation, including a weak integration of curriculum theory with
practice, insufficient guidance for innovation in practical training, poor collaboration between uni-
versity and kindergarten supervisors, and shallow industry-education integration. Moreover, stu-
dents reported low self-efficacy in areas such as infant and toddler care (ages 0~3) and inclusive
education, and over half of the students had not achieved any practical innovation outcomes. In re-
sponse to these issues, this paper proposes systematic improvement strategies focusing on curric-
ulum system reconstruction, innovation in practice models, construction of supervisor communi-
ties, deeper industry-education integration, and reform of evaluation mechanisms.
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