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Abstract

In recent years, the state has attached great importance to building a high-quality, professional teaching
workforce. The new curriculum standards emphasize that English courses must fulfill the fundamental
task of fostering virtue through education and cultivating students’ core competencies. As the primary
implementers of teaching and character building, English teachers bear the significant responsibility of
enhancing classroom teaching quality and advancing the new round of basic education curriculum re-
form; consequently, they must shift from the traditional role of knowledge transmitters to that of cur-
riculum builders and developers. As a supplement to school education, the curriculum awareness of
English teachers in private training institutions is closely linked to the institution’s educational ecosys-
tem and influences the comprehensive implementation of curriculum reform concepts. Raising this
awareness can further enhance teachers’ professional competence, foster their professional growth,
and improve the institution’s overall teaching quality. While domestic research has primarily focused
on the curriculum awareness of public school teachers, there is alack of studies regarding English teach-
ers in private training institutions, who face the dual challenge of balancing institutional performance
targets with the fundamental mission of fostering virtue. This study focuses on the curriculum aware-
ness of English teachers within the context of private training institutions. By analyzing institutional
management systems, market pressures, and corporate culture, it expands the application of curricu-
lum awareness concepts to the non-formal education sector, aiming to help teachers enhance their pro-
fessional competence and providing actionable guidelines. Employing a questionnaire survey involving
64 English teachers from private training institutions, this study integrates survey data with the author’s
long-term participatory observation and an analysis of the institutions’ specific management structures
and operational environments. It aims to investigate the current state and issues surrounding these
teachers’ curriculum awareness, propose corresponding solutions, and offer a reference for similar ed-
ucational institutions seeking to improve their educational ecosystems, enhance teacher curriculum
awareness, and promote professional development.
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Table 1. Reliability coefficients for the questionnaire dimensions (N = 64)
F 1 PBREREEREN=64)

o5 I . e L R L 15 BE VPR
HArE R 7 0.883 R 47
R R 7 0.752 ARz
IR 12 0.708 CIE:37
PR 18 0.859 B

MER 44 0.935 Wk

Table 2. Descriptive statistics for curriculum awareness across dimensions (N = 64)
2. BHERERIREARSIT(N = 64)

idses 5 /ME e KE HMEM) P12 (SD)
B briEiR 1.86 5.00 4.10 0.86
TP 1.29 5.00 3.93 1.00
TFEER 1.00 5.00 3.77 1.24
PPN R 1.17 5.00 3.82 1.13
BER 1.82 4.80 3.86 0.45
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Table 3. Results of one-sample tests for each dimension against the theoretical midpoint (3 points)

3 BRUEESEILHEQR FNRERRIEER

YrpE M SD t df p Cohen’s d
HArE R 4.10 0.86 10.20 63 <0.001 1.27
HIR RN 3.93 1.00 7.42 63 <0.001 0.93
HREEIN 3.77 1.24 4.97 63 <0.001 0.62
P ER 3.82 1.13 5.83 63 <0.001 0.73
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Table 4. Results of paired-sample t-tests for differences between dimensions (N = 64)
4. BUEEEEZEIHER t RIEEEFR(N = 64)

Bie % He st WIE % t p Cohen’sd
HArEiR - TP iR 0.27 7.21 <0.001 0.90
HirEid - dERIR 0.32 8.46 <0.001 1.05
BRR AN - R 0.15 4.13 <0.001 0.52
P RN - R 0.04 1.32 0.192 0.16

VE: RN E: Cohen’sd: 0.20 /MNRRE, 0.50 FRZEREN, 0.80 KRN .
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(29) FERATH#EREE 24 BEFREENEE

TEFHS: 3.64
T ¢ Mits BRI
TETHRE 3 [ 4.69%
TER 8 [ | 12.5%
FHE 13 [ 20.31%
B E 25 I 39.06%
e 15 [ ] 23.44%
TEEMEAS AR 64

Figure 1. Distribution of teachers’ agreement with the statement “rushing through the curriculum sacrifices students’ time for
reflection” (Q29)
L EUmst “EHEEEE BERE MIARE S (Q29)

Fe ELEERE BEEYE
32 5H26H 15:57 7o
33 6H8H 15:58 HERT e B CNBIRYE, #F BirSieFalafRea L hsE, BEK AT

A, RERA B RERR RIS EER

Figure 2. Teacher feedback regarding the limitations of the instructional design (Serial No. 33)
B 2. #IHXTFHER I BRENRIR(FS 33)
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14 5825H 09:11 PRATANE

Figure 3. Teacher feedback regarding insufficient class time (Item No. 14)

Bl 3. #IhXTREABHRIR(FS 14)

26 5F25H 17:20 BFEEMISE, MEBIWEARA, 2R, SOER

Figure 4. Teacher feedback regarding heavy teaching workloads (Item No. 26)
B 4. DX THFESEENRIR(FS 26)
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I 4 its  Ebf
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FEE 14 21.88%
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Figure 5. Distribution of teachers’ agreement with the statement “reliance on textbooks and supplementary materials leads to
a lack of deep processing” (Q9)
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Figure 6. Teacher feedback regarding the conflict between standardized teaching and individual differences (Serial No. 8)
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Figure 7. Distribution of teachers’ agreement with the “emphasis on quantitative testing” (Q31)
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Figure 8. Distribution of teachers’ agreement with “frequently employing the strategy of drilling with large numbers of practice
problems” (Q35)
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Figure 9. Teacher feedback regarding a lack of home-school cooperation (Serial No. 21)
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Figure 10. Teacher feedback regarding a lack of home-school cooperation (Serial No. 62)
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Figure 11. Model of the “triple-squeeze” mechanism affecting the curriculum awareness of English teachers in training insti-
tutions
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