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Abstract
Rooted deeply in the regional cultural soil of rural areas, aesthetic education in rural schools serves
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as a crucial pathway for inheriting rural cultural context and nurturing talents for the new era, em-
bodying aesthetic characteristics of life-orientation, spatiality, culturality and creativity. Its cultural
value is reflected in four interwoven aspects: the rural cultivation of moral values, the cultural in-
heritance of local knowledge, the cultural construction of emotional identity, and the cultivation of
driving forces for cultural innovation and development. These aspects fully demonstrate a distinct
rural cultural stance, a high sense of rural cultural consciousness, and a unique rural cultural value
orientation. Despite its significant role in cultural inheritance and innovation, aesthetic education
in rural schools is confronted with four major dilemmas under the impact of modernization and
urbanization: the aphasia of traditional aesthetic education culture, the rupture of rural cultural
roots, the fragmentation of aesthetic experience, and the imbalance of resource allocation. These
dilemmas not only hinder the improvement of the quality of aesthetic education in rural schools,
but also threaten the continuity and development of rural cultural context. Therefore, to promote
the development of aesthetic education in rural schools, it is necessary to reshape the aesthetic ed-
ucation concept rooted in rural characteristics, construct a curriculum system integrating rural re-
sources, promote collaborative participation of multiple stakeholders, and enhance teachers’ aes-
thetic education literacy, so as to inject lasting vitality into rural education and cultural rejuvena-
tion.
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