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Abstract

To sort out the evolutionary trajectory and research focus of inclusive early childhood education in
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China, this study takes literature published over the past decade as research samples and conducts
a visual analysis using CiteSpace 6.1.R6. The results indicate that the annual publication output in
this field has shown a policy-driven fluctuating upward trend over the past ten years, with a rapid
growth phase emerging after 2021. Normal universities constitute the main research institutions,
while inter-institutional and interdisciplinary cooperation remains relatively inadequate. Core re-
search hotspots revolve around inclusive education, early childhood teachers, and children with
special needs. Current studies have increasingly focused on micro-level practices and high-quality
development, with teacher training, early intervention and practical models standing out as cutting-
edge research directions. Existing research still suffers from insufficient overall research volume
and weak collaborative links. Future efforts should scale up research investment and strengthen
cross-stakeholder collaboration. By clarifying the research context and limitations of this field, this
study provides theoretical references and practical implications for further research on inclusive
early childhood education.
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Figure 1. Temporal changes in the number of papers on inclusive early childhood education
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Figure 2. Knowledge map of research institutions
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Figure 3. Knowledge graph of researchers
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence graph
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