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Abstract

For a long time, research in Chinese language education has focused predominantly on the textual
content of textbooks, with insufficient attention paid to visual elements such as illustrations. Draw-
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ing upon Kress and van Leeuwen’s visual grammar theory as the analytical framework, this study
conducts a systematic analysis of illustrations in the unified senior high school Chinese language
textbooks from three dimensions: representational function, interactive function, and composi-
tional function. The findings reveal that textbook illustrations can concretize textual content, con-
struct emotional connections with readers, and highlight core teaching themes. As an important
curricular resource with independent meaning-making capacity, illustrations possess irreplacea-
ble educational value that text alone cannot provide. This study offers new perspectives and meth-
ods for the analysis, evaluation, pedagogical development, and design optimization of textbook il-
lustrations, thereby promoting greater attention to and in-depth research on visual resources in
Chinese language education.
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Figure 1. Illustrations for “Oh, Xiangxue”
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Figure 2. Illustration for “Ode to Coming Home with Preface”
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Figure 3. Cover illustration of selective compulsory volume 2
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Figure 4. Illustration for “Characteristics of Chinese Architecture”
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Figure 5. Illustration for “The New Year Sacrifice”
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Figure 6. [llustration for “Hamlet (Excerpt)”
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Figure 7. Illustration for “To the Sea”
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Figure 8. Illustration for “Saying Goodbye to Cambridge Again”
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Figure 9. Illustration for “The Man in a Case”
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Figure 10. Illustration for “The Feast at Hong Gate”
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