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Abstract

Against the backdrop of China’s efforts to strengthen education, advance the New Liberal Arts, and
cultivate top-notch students in basic disciplines, the development of outstanding and innovative
talent in the humanities and social sciences has become an important issue in higher education re-
form. The French Grandes Ecoles system has accumulated distinctive experience in elite selection,
research-oriented teaching, interdisciplinary education, and international resource integration.
Based on an analysis of its historical development, cultivation characteristics, and representative
cases, this study examines the applicability of the French experience to Chinese universities. It fo-
cuses on institutional constraints arising from the college entrance examination system, university
governance, discipline-based evaluation, and resource allocation. The study argues that the French
model should not be directly copied. Instead, its underlying mechanisms should be adapted through
diversified talent identification, research-oriented teaching, interdisciplinary platforms, and the in-
tegration of international perspectives with Chinese issues. These findings provide references for
improving humanities and social sciences talent cultivation in China.
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