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Abstract

In the implementation of the fundamental task of fostering virtue through education in colleges and
universities in the New Era, the in-depth integration of aesthetic education and ideological and po-
litical education offers an important innovative orientation for educating people to address the fun-
damental questions of “who to cultivate, how to cultivate them, and for whom to cultivate them”.
Supported by accurate big data recommendation algorithms, short videos boast strengths including
fragmentation, visualization, interactivity and close connection to daily life. They have evolved into
a core media carrier for contemporary college students to acquire information, express themselves
and understand the world, opening up brand-new avenues for the innovative development of ideo-
logical and political education in institutions of higher learning. As an essential component of China’s
educational policy, aesthetic education features its core characteristics of nurturing people with
beauty, enlightening people through culture, and forging souls with beauty. It is complementary to
ideological and political education and can effectively remedy the drawbacks of didactic, stereo-
typed education inherent in traditional ideological and political teaching. This facilitates the trans-
formation of ideological and political education from “passive indoctrination” to “active immersive
cultivation”. Based on the core connotation and educational value of aesthetic education, this paper
systematically analyzes its central role in ideological and political education for college students,
and explores the guiding and empowering impacts of aesthetic education on college students’ short
video creation. In view of the current application of short videos in boosting collaborative educa-
tional outcomes of university ideological and political education, this study probes practical ap-
proaches to integrating short videos into college students’ ideological and political education. It
aims to construct a three-dimensional educational model of “Aesthetic Education + Short Videos +
Ideological and Political Education”, enhance the appeal, penetration and effectiveness of ideologi-
cal and political education in colleges and universities in the New Era, and foster the all-round de-
velopment and sound personality of college students.
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