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Abstract

Cultural awareness is an essential component of English subject core competencies and an im-
portant educational objective of senior high school English reading instruction. However, in current
reading classrooms, excessive attention is often given to language knowledge and skills, while in-
sufficient emphasis is placed on the exploration of thematic meaning, which limits the effectiveness
of cultural awareness cultivation. The English Learning Activity Approach, which takes thematic
meaning as the guiding principle and promotes students’ core competencies through activities of
learning and understanding, applying and practicing, and transferring and creating, provides a new
pathway for fostering cultural awareness. Taking When Hamlet Meets Peking Opera, the reading text
from Unit 4 Stage and Screen in New Standard English (Compulsory Book 2), as an example, this
paper designs a reading lesson guided by the English Learning Activity Approach. A progressive ac-
tivity chain is constructed around three learner identities - Cultural Participant, Cultural Analyst,
and Cultural Ambassador - to facilitate students’ development from cultural perception to cultural
understanding and ultimately to cultural communication through thematic meaning exploration.
This paper argues that integrating the English Learning Activity Approach with cultural-themed
reading instruction can effectively promote the development of students’ cultural awareness,
achieve the integration of language learning, cultural understanding and value cultivation, and pro-
vide practical implications for core competency-oriented senior high school English reading in-
struction.
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Figure 1. Teaching flowchart
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