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Abstract
Against the backdrop of the deep integration of digital technology and education, the issue of
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striking a balance between “handwriting” and “typing” in the teaching of Chinese characters within
international Chinese language education has become increasingly critical. Taking the Chinese lan-
guage teaching practices at Duke University and the University of Notre Dame in the United States
as case studies, this paper combines theoretical perspectives on the nature and principles of teach-
ing drawn from Principles of Pedagogy with methods such as text analysis and case study analysis
to explore the pedagogical logic behind the rise of typing teaching and its impact on the develop-
ment of Chinese character proficiency. The research indicates that the widespread adoption of c
typing teaching not only reflects a modern pedagogical orientation towards optimising teaching ef-
ficiency but also exposes a lack of cognitive depth and cultural transmission in the teaching process.
Based on the principle of “the unity of teacher-led instruction and student-centred learning” inher-
ent in the nature of teaching, this paper proposes the development of a phased, differentiated and
integrated teaching model. Furthermore, it suggests designing specialised training programmes in
accordance with pedagogical principles such as “concreteness, systematicity, consolidation and ap-
propriateness to ability”, in order to achieve the synergistic development of efficiency and depth,
thereby promoting the harmonious integration of scientific rigour and humanistic values in Chinese
character teaching in the digital age.
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