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Abstract

Digital-intelligent technologies represented by artificial intelligence and big data are profoundly
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transforming the educational ecosystem, posing significant challenges to traditional teacher roles.
Teachers in western China face dual pressures of digital divide and erosion of traditional authority
due to regional development disparities and unique cultural traditions. The “duality” theory of
teachers proposed by Brazilian educator Paulo Freire in ‘Pedagogy of the Oppressed’ - whereby ed-
ucators “play dual roles as both implementers and recipients of institutional structures within sys-
temic dilemmas” - provides a unique analytical perspective for understanding this predicament.
This paper argues that in the digital age, teachers ‘duality has evolved into new contradictions: they
must actively master technological tools while simultaneously facing risks of being implicitly
guided by technological logic and constrained by established frameworks. The role transformation
of western Chinese teachers should extend beyond technical training to embrace critical reflection
and a return to subjective awareness, becoming “digital-intelligent empathizers” who co-explore
with students. Building on Freire’s critical pedagogical philosophy, this study proposes a three-
pronged approach combining conceptual transformation, practical innovation, and supportive
measures to facilitate this shift.
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