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Abstract

As an important external factor influencing the values and behavior of primary school students, role
models have a profound impact on their overall development, and their preference characteristics
play a significant role. This study employs interview methods to conduct an empirical investigation
into the current status of role model preferences among middle and upper grade students at J Pri-
mary School in Wuhan. Using grounded coding theory for analysis, it was found that students’ role
model preferences exhibit the following characteristics: diversified types of role model preferences;
traditional channels for understanding role models; positive value orientation in role model pref-
erences; contradictory cognitive orientation in role model preferences; superficial emotional ori-
entation in role model preferences; and a disconnect between knowledge and practice in learning
from role models. Based on these findings, this study proposes the following recommendations: es-
tablishing a multi-type role model resource database; creating an integrated communication matrix
combining offline experiences with online extension; implementing a four-stage teaching strategy
of “knowledge-emotion-will-action”; constructing scaffolding from knowledge to action; and build-
ing a home-school dialogue platform for role models.
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Table 2. A detailed overview of the coding results for some core concepts and categories
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