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Abstract

Interdisciplinary question design is an important approach to assessing students’ core competencies.
From an interdisciplinary perspective, this study employs a text analysis method to examine 72 read-
ing comprehension items from a total of 18 sets of high school entrance examination English papers
in Zhejiang Province from 2022 to 2025. The analysis is conducted from four dimensions: discipli-
nary source, presentation mode, competency dimension, and thematic category. The results indicate
that interdisciplinary content has been valued in the reading comprehension section of the Zhejiang
high school entrance English examination, and demonstrates an increasing trend year by year. How-
ever, there is an imbalance in the distribution of disciplinary sources, presentation modes, compe-
tency dimensions, and thematic categories. It is recommended that the disciplinary sources of in-
terdisciplinary items be further diversified, the presentation modes be innovated, the assessment
of students’ core competencies be more comprehensive, and the thematic categories be expanded,
so as to promote the cultivation of interdisciplinary and innovative talents.
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Table 1. Interdisciplinary question analysis framework for English reading comprehension in the high school entrance exam-

ination
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Step 1 Remove. The team built a cofferdam to remove water from the area, so the workers could go inside and

do their work in dry conditions.

23. Which picture shows how a “cofferdam” works?
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el DA T BE 8 (1 B ol R A 15 18, B A=A 2B X “cofferdam” RITFEE TR R B 2R . 2R
HIFF, 1% FJEERR AR S AR ST TR R [ R, BRI 2 % B 10 A 5 SR B 22 26+

N

1IN

https://www.gov.cn/zhengcee/zhengeeku/2022-04/21/content_5686535.htm
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Figure 1. Proportion of interdisciplinary questions in reading comprehension sections of the high
school entrance exam
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Figure 2. Distribution of subject origins in interdisciplinary test questions
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Figure 3. Distribution of presentation modes in interdisciplinary test questions
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Figure 4. Distribution of core competencies in interdisciplinary test questions
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Figure 5. Distribution of thematic categories in interdisciplinary test questions
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