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Abstract

Interdisciplinary education represents a key orientation of the new curriculum reform and is re-
peatedly emphasized in the new English curriculum standards. Textbooks serve as the primary ba-
sis for teachers’ instruction and a vital source of knowledge input for students. As newly compiled
materials, the 2024 edition of PEP Junior High School English Textbooks has been widely adopted
in junior high schools. Accordingly, research on the interdisciplinary content of these new text-
books can offer valuable implications for English teaching. In light of existing studies on analytical
dimensions of interdisciplinary content, this research aims to address challenges teachers may en-
counter in textbook application, help them grasp the interdisciplinary content within the new text-
books, and facilitate effective interdisciplinary teaching practices. Four analytical dimensions are
adopted in this study: disciplinary sources, thematic fields, positional distribution, and presenta-
tion forms, with targeted suggestions put forward for English teachers. The findings reveal that the
new textbooks demonstrate satisfactory overall interdisciplinary performance. Units cover bal-
anced disciplines with extensive and diversified interdisciplinary knowledge, rich thematic conno-
tations, and sufficient, well-organized interdisciplinary layouts. Nevertheless, deficiencies remain:
the textbooks lack a diverse range of disciplinary fields, and the coverage of each discipline is un-
balanced. This paper therefore proposes corresponding teaching strategies for interdisciplinary
English instruction: teachers should balance different disciplines to expand the depth and breadth
of interdisciplinary learning; strengthen practical and extended activities for all thematic fields; op-
timize interdisciplinary teaching design based on the positional layout of interdisciplinary content;
and enrich the presentation of interdisciplinary knowledge via multimodal teaching approaches.
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Table 2. Framework of thematic fields
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Table 3. Framework of positional distribution and presentation forms
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Table 4. Statistics on disciplinary orientation of unit themes in the new textbooks
F A FEMHABETEFEFRSFEGITER
NES ZRHE ZF TR BT
LEY M Starter Unit2 Keep Tidy!
HFEZ_E M Unit5 Fun Clubs
-B4EZ%_E i Unité A Day in the Life
HEY M Unit4 Eat Well
BHEZ T Unit7 A Day to Remember
-H4EZE T Unit8 Once upon a Time
LFEY M Starter Unitl Hello!

B4 2% FJIF Unitl You and Me
s ARG A Unit2 We’re Family! 5
B2 _E M Unit7 Happy Birthday
AN H R 2 4 )
HEEZ% N Unit2 No Rules, No Order
BE B _EM Unitd My Subject 1
HE R B M Unit3 Keep Fit 1
A B4 N M Units Here and Now 1
H4EZ A Unit3 My School
iy B 22
EP 2 H4EZL T M Unit6 Rain or Shine 1
W B4 N Unitl Animal Friends
A Fl2E 1 qe G4 A Starter Unit3 Welcome! 1
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Figure 1. Disciplinary sources
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Figure 2. Thematic fields
2. G,

NS BREBYI,, PEMEEY Rk 2R, Ze A XERER” TEEAR, N-GEg b
M2 T IT B #73 1b thif e s BHEEOR . AW AR, N REE 2R IR ES), Bk L
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Figure 3. Positional distribution
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Figure 4. Presentation forms
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ZREPTE, WM B AR IR E RS AR . — 5T, BT M A T R B R
R, B RPRI UL ENE, (HEMNEY RS FRAREEECA . A7 R REARR
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