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Abstract

Collaborative education among home, school, and community is an important strategic direction for
the reform of basic education in China. This study adopts Epstein’s theory of overlapping spheres of
influence as the analytical framework and employs a combination of questionnaire surveys and
semi-structured interviews. It conducts surveys among 820 parents and 61 teachers from selected
primary and secondary schools in urban areas of Chengdu, and selects two managers from Commu-
nity S and Community X for in-depth interviews. The study systematically investigates the current
operational status and challenges of collaborative education among home, school, and community
in some areas of Chengdu. The research finds that there is a significant gap between the practical
behaviors of home, school, and community in the surveyed areas and the ideal model of the theory
of overlapping spheres of influence. Home-school communication exhibits superficial characteris-
tics, the matching degree between supply and demand of community family education services is
insufficient, and there is significant differentiation in collaborative participation behaviors among
parents with different educational backgrounds and family structures. Based on the survey results,
this paper, grounded in regional empirical data, takes the external model, internal model, and six
practical models of the theory of overlapping spheres of influence as the core framework. It delves
into the institutional, cultural, and resource causes behind the problems and proposes optimized
paths for collaborative education among home, school, and community that are suitable for regional
basic education development, feasible, and scalable. These paths are proposed from multiple di-
mensions, including institutional guarantees, mechanism construction, practical operations, and
capacity building.
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