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Abstract

Integrating traditional Chinese culture into classroom teaching is a core approach for junior high
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school English to cultivate students’ cultural identity. Taking the 2024 edition of PEP Grade Seven
English textbooks as the research carrier, this study adopts literature analysis and case analysis to
sort out the arrangement characteristics of local cultural contents in the textbooks. In view of the
problems such as unbalanced unit distribution of cultural materials, single presentation forms and
the lack of systematic teaching carriers in the textbooks, this paper constructs a three-stage teach-
ing framework of “basic cognition - expanded comprehension - cultural output” based on the design
principles of classroom teaching activities oriented by cultural identity. Moreover, this paper com-
pletes a unit teaching design by selecting the text The Ugly Duckling from Unit 8, Grade Seven Vol-
ume Two, so as to provide practical references for integrating cultural identity education into junior
high school English classes.
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Table 1. Framework for comparative analysis of Chinese and western classic story teaching
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Table Al. Classification and definition of cultural elements
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Long long ago, a tiny village lay between two huge mountains, Taihang and Wangwu. These mountains
blocked all paths out of the village. Villagers had to take a long, tiring detour if they wanted to travel to other
towns.

A ninety-year-old man lived in the village. Everyone called him the Foolish Old Man. One day, he gathered
all his family and shared his plan.

“The mountains stop us from travelling freely. Let’s dig up stones and earth together, and carry all of them
to the Bohai Sea to move the mountains away.”

His wife raised a small doubt. “Where shall we put so many rocks and soil?”

The old man replied firmly, “We will carry every bit to the distant Bohai Sea.”

Early the next morning, the whole family began their work. Sons and grandsons dug stones with tools, while
the women carried soil in bamboo baskets. They worked every single day, no matter wind or rain.

A wise old man from a nearby village saw their work and laughed at them. “You are old and weak. You
cannot even cut down a small tree. How could you move such enormous mountains?”’

The Foolish Old Man smiled and answered calmly. “You only see my short lifetime, but you ignore that my
family will carry on this work after I pass away. My sons will have their own children, and those children will
have more descendants. Our family will never stop working. However, the mountains will never grow taller. So
we will definitely move them one day.”

The gods in heaven heard these words and witnessed their endless hard work. They were deeply touched by

the old man’s persistent spirit.
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That night, two strong heavenly giants flew down to the village. They lifted the two massive mountains and
carried them far away.
When villagers stepped outside their houses the next dawn, the great mountains were gone. Wide, flat straight

roads stretched toward every town nearby.
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