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Abstract

The new curriculum standard emphasizes the importance of English core literacy. In this context,
cultivating high school students’ thinking quality has become a key goal in English reading teaching.
This paper takes Unit 1, “Why Do We Celebrate Festivals?” from the People’s Education Press High
School English Compulsory Course 3 as a case and it explores the relationship between questioning
strategies and the cultivation of thinking quality (logicality, criticality and creativity) in reading
teaching by means of text analysis and case study. The study finds that aligning question design with
three instructional phases (pre-reading activation, while-reading deconstruction, and post-reading
transfer), and embedding logical, critical, and creative questions respectively, may contribute to the
development of students’ reasoning, dialectical thinking, and innovative application abilities,
demonstrating the practical value of the proposed three-dimensional framework. Based on these
findings, this paper summarizes the questioning strategy framework focusing on the cultivation of
thinking quality in senior high school English reading teaching, hoping to provide some references
for promoting the transformation of reading teaching from “language input” to “thinking develop-
ment” and from “questions” to “critical thinking”.
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Table 1. Three-dimensional model table of “teaching phases-thinking quality-questioning strategy”
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commercial. Do you think this is a threat to tradition? Why?”
S: “T don’t think so. In my opinion, commercialization is not necessarily destructive since that it popularizes
festivals and can sometimes help preservation.”
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