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Abstract

“The English Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Education (2022 Edition)” advocates cooperative
inquiry and interactive practice as the core classroom implementation paths for cultivating core
competencies in English. However, cooperative learning in frontline junior high school English class-
rooms generally faces the practical dilemma of “severe absence” or even “almost non-implementa-
tion.” Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory, with its four core concepts—mediation, internalization,
zone of proximal development, and scaffolding—provides a theoretical framework for analyzing
the interaction in second language acquisition, offering analytical tools to dissect the underlying
logic of cooperative learning absence and to construct targeted optimization systems. Adopting the
perspective of Sociocultural Theory and synthesizing a substantial body of domestic empirical re-
search, this study systematically delineates the current manifestations of implementation absence
of cooperative learning in junior high school English classrooms. It analyzes the causes from three
dimensions: examination-oriented teaching orientation, objective constraints of large class sizes,
and institutional difficulties faced by teachers. Using Unit 5 “Why do you like pandas?” from the
Grade 7 (Volume 2) of the People’s Education Press as a case study, this paper elaborates on the
gradual introduction path of “cognitive transformation-environmental creation-layered implemen-
tation” and the systematic optimization scheme of “scaffolding construction-heterogeneous group-
ing-multiple evaluation,” aiming to provide a replicable practical exemplar and theoretical refer-
ence for the effective implementation of cooperative learning in junior high school English class-
rooms.
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