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Abstract

Following a “motivation - needs - curricular response” framework, this study draws on relevant lit-
erature and interviews with Chinese language teachers working at the University of Cape Town,
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Durban University of Technology, the University of Johannesburg, and the University of Venda. It
examines teachers’ observations of learner motivation and the extent to which Chinese language
curricula in these four university-based programs respond to learner needs. The interview data
suggest three broad motivational categories: interest in Chinese language and culture, academic
and career development, and social interaction and China-Africa engagement. Multiple motivations
often coexist and may change with learning stages and classroom experience, while the practical
value of Chinese remains a prominent concern. Curricular responsiveness may be improved by re-
fining objectives for different proficiency stages, combining core Comprehensive Chinese courses
with pathway-specific modules, and strengthening local relevance, practical application, and pro-
gression.
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Figure 1. Thematic word cloud based on interviews with Chinese lan-
guage teachers from four universities
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