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Abstract

With the continuous deepening of the new curriculum reform, the middle grades of primary school
(Grades 3 and 4) serve as a critical transition stage for students, shifting from character recognition
and basic reading comprehension to in-depth textual understanding. It is also a vital period for stu-
dents to develop reading habits, master reading strategies, and cultivate thinking abilities. Reading
teaching at this stage focuses not merely on the accumulation and application of language knowledge,
but also advances thinking development, aesthetic appreciation and cultural inheritance. To inves-
tigate the implementation status of the core literacy of Chinese language in reading teaching for
Grades 3 and 4, this study adopted the questionnaire survey method. Questionnaires for teachers
and students were distributed to Chinese teachers and students of several primary schools in
Chengdu via the Wenjuan platform. The results indicate that the current middle-grade reading teach-
ing is confronted with prominent problems including insufficient teaching resources, obstacles in
differentiated reading teaching, inadequate training of higher-order thinking, and discrepancies be-
tween teachers’ and students’ evaluation standards. These problems hinder the effective achieve-
ment of core literacy objectives. Based on the above analysis, this study puts forward correspond-
ing suggestions: enrich diversified reading resources, optimize classroom teaching structures, rein-
force higher-order thinking training and construct a bidirectional evaluation system. These sugges-
tions are intended to offer references for the optimization of middle-grade reading teaching, so as to
steadily implement core literacy objectives in practical reading classrooms.
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Figure 1. The main sources of reading instructional resources used by teachers
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Figure 2. Number of weekly Chinese language reading class hours
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Figure 3. The situation in which teachers frequently ask questions and guide students to explore during reading
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Figure 4. The frequency with which students engage in independent thinking in Chinese language reading classes
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Figure 5. Teachers’ understanding of whether students can continue the story ending
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