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Abstract

At present, junior high school English teaching is generally confronted with practical dilemmas: it
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is largely exam-oriented, attaches more importance to language skill training than aesthetic educa-
tion edification, and faces problems such as students’ insufficient imagination and weak cross-cul-
tural empathy. Rooted in existentialism and phenomenology, American educational philosopher
Maxine Greene put forward three core propositions of aesthetic education: taking meaning pursuit
as the educational orientation, social imagination as the approach to aesthetic education, and teacher
as stranger as the role orientation. She emphasizes the cultivation of aesthetic experience, social
empathy and critical thinking, which highly aligns with the requirements of fostering cultural aware-
ness and thinking quality specified in the Compulsory Education English Curriculum Standard. Tak-
ing Greene’s aesthetic education theory as the analytical framework, this paper sorts out the appli-
cable organizational conditions for its implementation in junior high school English teaching, and
puts forward practical strategies for aesthetic education-oriented English classrooms. It is expected
to provide practical references for reducing the exam-oriented tendency of English teaching, imple-
menting subject-based aesthetic education, and cultivating students’ cross-cultural empathy think-
ing.
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