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Abstract

The core literacy of English majors is a competency system that differs from general English literacy
and anchors the vocational and academic growth trajectory of professional talents. It consists of
four hierarchical dimensions: linguistic competence, cultural awareness, thinking quality and
learning ability. Taking the course Advanced English as the research carrier and the teaching unit
“A Comparative Study of Western Festival Cultures” as a specific case, this paper carries out a one-
semester teaching reform experiment grounded in Byram’s (1997) Intercultural Communicative
Competence (ICC) theoretical model and Competency-Based Education (CBE) theory. Multiple re-
search methods including classroom observation, student assignment analysis, semi-structured in-
terviews and questionnaire surveys are adopted to examine the practical effects of core literacy-
oriented teaching interventions on the development of students’ literacy in the four aforemen-
tioned dimensions. First, this paper interprets the connotation of core literacy in response to the
contemporary requirements of New Liberal Arts construction and the advancement of higher for-
eign language education. On this basis, it defines the targeted cultivation contents from three as-
pects: consolidating linguistic competence, fostering cultural awareness and improving thinking
quality. Furthermore, it puts forward concrete implementation approaches for literacy cultivation
alongside a complete teaching plan (covering learning objectives, task descriptions, implementa-
tion procedures and evaluation criteria) tailored to the unit “A Comparative Study of Western Fes-
tival Cultures” in Advanced English. Finally, a comprehensive practical optimization framework is
proposed from three dimensions: curriculum content provision, classroom teaching organization
and assessment and evaluation system, aiming to offer replicable practical references for the teach-
ing reform of core courses for English majors.
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Figure 1. A hierarchical model of English major’s core literacy training content
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Table 1. List of content adjustment of core literacy-oriented courses for English majors
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