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Abstract

Proficiency in academic English writing constitutes a critical bottleneck restricting postgraduates’
research output. Existing literature mostly focuses on proposing curriculum design frameworks,
while empirical examinations verifying the practical effects of instructional interventions remain
insufficient. This study recruited 28 postgraduate students from Hebei GEO University enrolled in
the Autumn 2024 semester as participants. Taking the research-context-embedded Academic Eng-
lish course themed “Land Science and Remote Sensing” as the intervention, this research adopted a
mixed-methods approach integrating attendance tracking, manuscript quality evaluation, student
feedback questionnaires, and typical case follow-up to explore the course’s impacts on students’
academic writing proficiency. The results reveal three major findings: (1) Students demonstrated
extremely high course engagement, with an attendance rate of 97.8% and a 100% submission rate
of final course papers; (2) The overall quality of course papers was satisfactory. Research topics
covered a wide range of disciplines including land science, remote sensing and geological engineer-
ing, and most students acquired basic mastery of standard academic writing conventions; (3) One
participant expanded their course paper into a formal journal article and published it as a co-first
author in the SCI journal Land (2026, 15, 1316), achieving a remarkable transition from classroom
coursework to publication in an international journal. This study concludes that the teaching model
featuring authentic research context embedding, output-driven paper writing, and individualized
tutoring serves as a core pathway to improve postgraduates’ academic writing proficiency. This re-
search provides empirical evidence for the pedagogical reform of postgraduate Academic English
education in peer universities.
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