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Abstract

The evolution of value orientation in foreign language education courses is not a linear stage re-
placement, but a dynamic process of continuous mutual construction between multiple social forces
and institutional forces. This paper constructs a dual-perspective analytical framework of “curric-
ulum sociology and curriculum politics” to systematically explain the evolution mechanism of value
orientation in foreign language education courses. At the level of curriculum sociology, it utilizes
the theories of cultural capital reproduction, discipline field competition, and micro-subject game
theory to analyze the bottom-up shaping effects of market selection, school resource competition,
and classroom teacher-student interaction on curriculum value. At the level of curriculum politics,
it employs the theories of value coordination, value security regulation, and national strategic em-
powerment in curriculum policy to clarify the top-down coordination, guidance, and expansion
mechanism of the institutional framework for multiple values. The study finds that the evolution of
the value of foreign language education courses is a result of bidirectional mutual construction be-
tween bottom-up social structural game and top-down institutional regulation. Multiple values co-
existin a dynamic equilibrium, showing an incremental expansion characteristic of “the persistence
of old values and the superposition of new values”. The direction of its evolution depends on the
real-time comparison and mutual calibration of the forces in social and institutional fields. Based
on this, this paper advocates that curriculum reform should be based on a dual-theory integration
perspective, constructing a flexible, diverse, and dynamically balanced curriculum value system be-
tween institutional regulation and social adaptation, in order to achieve effective coordination be-
tween national strategy, social needs, and individual development.
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