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Abstract

Teacher-child interaction and process quality are both important aspects to consider when evalu-
ating the quality of early childhood education. Although they focus on different aspects, they are
closely connected in educational practice. This paper first reviews the basic meanings of teacher-
child interaction and process quality, and then analyzes their theoretical foundations in light of
relevant theories in education, philosophy, psychology, and other fields. Based on this analysis,
the paper argues that teacher-child interaction is not an independent factor, but an important
means through which process quality is formed and a key carrier through which educational pro-
cesses actually take place. The two continuously influence and shape each other in educational
practice. Existing research has achieved considerable progress, but some limitations remain. Fu-
ture research should strengthen connections among theories from different disciplines, develop
evaluation systems that are more consistent with the actual conditions of kindergartens in China,
and pay greater attention to children’s real experiences and the equity of opportunities for different
children to participate in interactions. Dynamic tracking, video analysis, and other methods should
also be used to further understand how educational processes are formed and change over time. In
this way, research findings can better serve kindergarten educational practice and improve the
quality of educational processes in early childhood education.
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