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Abstract

Graduate education quality assessment is a key link in graduate education governance and an insti-
tutional foundation for quality assurance in high-level talent cultivation. Drawing on major Chinese
and international databases, this paper systematically reviews the theoretical evolution and fron-
tier issues of the field along five dimensions: theoretical foundations, evaluation stakeholders, in-
dicator systems, methods and tools, and international comparison. The review finds that concep-
tions of quality have moved from the divergence between the academic orientation and the market
orientation toward an integrated reconstruction from the perspective of the common good, and that
the evaluation paradigm has shifted from input-output to learner development. Evaluation stake-
holders have moved toward multi-stakeholder co-governance, yet students remain underrepre-
sented. Against the policy background of correcting a single quantified-indicator orientation, indi-
cator systems are becoming more comprehensive and diversified. The paper argues that although
existing research has contributed significantly in theoretical frameworks and methodological tools,
gaps remain in the student perspective, the localization of indicators and interdisciplinary applica-
bility; these gaps are rooted in the structural tension among the bureaucratic logic of modern uni-
versity governance, the professional logic of the academic community and the individualized logic
of talent cultivation. Future research should focus on the deep integration of digital-intelligent tech-
nologies and evaluation, theoretical construction from the common-good perspective, and the ad-
vancement of value-added evaluation.
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Table 1. An illustrative indicator framework for graduate education quality assessment from the common-good perspective
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