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Abstract

Using Halliday’s three metafunctions in systemic functional linguistics as the analytical framework,
this study conducts a diachronic comparison of ecological discourse in the two giant panda texts “The
Story of Xi Wang” and “Xiwang in Safe Hands” in the Reading section of Unit 5, Grade 8 (Volume 1) Eng-
lish textbooks (Yilin Press, 2012 vs. 2024). Findings reveal systematic differences in three dimensions
between the two visions. At ideational level, the 2024 edition explicitly identifies “the government”
and “scientists” as Actors, while the 2012 edition leaves responsible agents ambiguous. At interper-
sonal level, the 2012 edition conveys crisis warnings through imperative mood and negative appraisal,
whereas the 2024 edition adopts declarative mood and closes with positive appraisals. At textual level,
human-related themes account for only 5.3%:; in the 2024 edition, they rise to 37.9%. Collectively,
these changes indicate a shift in narrative focus from “problem presentation” to “a dual focus on prob-
lem presentation and response”. This study offers an operational framework for ecological discourse
analysis of English teaching materials.
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1. 5|8

H T ar bk, RAESFESRM, Wil F 58NS BRRRCHNIE T FEEWE. £
B IHTOREE F RS BRCR AR AESOMEWR[1]. BT E ST AR, H
WHETIRIE R G INRETE 5 2R A L g AR 1]; HIA A2 RAGFE. &, FFak, WIiEdd A — L
R IR BESRIEAN AL o SETE B BERTE 5 22 I 8k, MR IMEN LSk, w23 “AS58R7 %
o XA EORIR R A RS BRI .

AT FE LR ALAE = R IC D RE B IR FE A, SE IR th A 2012 ERR 2024 SRR\ 2% 55 T
JC Reading KREMIH AT O XS HL, SRR BEM G G HIAERIEE, IHFOVESE T EWA T RZ 0
TR BTk AE .

2. R RS SHESR

LT (ThEEIETESIE) (4n Introduction to Functional Grammar)H R IR T KA INEETE S FHIZ
OEAR. fRIAA, TES R OEMYE A I R R, HAHYE RS, EMRR. HERGENE
NARGINZZIBHE PRI RGN, B RALE L RATR AT RE[2] [3]. 1EE FIThEesr =
Fh: MESThAEE(ideational function). A FrIfE(interpersonal function) 5 i 5% Th #E (textual function). —F JCINEE
FHARAR R, RS EMh EAHES, WA FREREL S, 4 aliBid AR PR - {875 R G045 PLSEI[4].

2.1. BEZThEE
WS ThEeFaiE 5 AMIEI Lt R (BN OHIY P EMAE T RE, ik—SR0 ALK E
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WHIThEEMANZH, T2 YT R Si(transitivity system)fS DAL KPP JEE R “ RN ST
BN RG” , HAERETATEBSH A AT AR G TR 3R, B g, O
L RARTE. ITAERE., SIBdBENFEASRE. SMEESAER “2538” L& “HEmS” [5]. #
B Q009 E (RAIIRETE S ML) — B X ANFd fEfd i~ % 1.

Table 1. Types and meanings of transitivity processes

=1 R REEREE X

UK As X
YIS RE CRMEM AR, ZERPWAE “SIEET . “SMERRRT . SifEASM “IF
material process 57 o MR AR BAARNBITE, W] DU R INT .
LHE R CRONEGE . ONAHARI SIS SNE R, S5 H PR OEIESIN R E A
mental process BRI “IE”
%%ﬁ%ﬁ% L > 5 (= PANR! 113 ”» “ 2l » >
) R Z [ TR R IR, Wk “aJE” A Rl k.
Relational process
17 Rt FRORBL. WA WA EERAAE, —RAA NS ERTRE, HAT AEEE
Behavioral process “N” o Halliday %48, 1742 BIFFAELE 7S PO A2 thofodft 57 58 o
FiGd CREPHERZRERIER” o “YHEE” AomERA, “YHENE” MR EETNE
verbal process RS
LT “HRHIIAEMIR” | ML — A,

existential process

FEAESTEDHrep, B PR E AT 2 5F 1M O E DL 1 5 (R A
B AL AR N A A), W] LAEZRIE 5 R X B MNS B AR AR IER, 3R B R i R
M SR —— 2 ST AR N ar R DL AL, S Eers SO R A sh 215

2.2. ABRIpgE

ANBRIIRERIRIE T “RIEVHEE S0 Az, B S FEAR R B SR Thae” o did FiE
PR SE B IR AR 4, /NI AFRIAIGRIR . BEln) . BRI DU FRiE S . 15 SZRIE UL TE & X fr i Ag 2ok
PRI, AT 53 AT AS (modalization, 7R AT BE M ANIE H M) A &S (modulation, 7~ 45 FA])
P, EARTEES, B IE I E S 18 R i B —— R fE VB Rl 2 A B k5]
2.3. BRIIEE

W DIRE R HB1E S AR A FR B R H S 085 BRI Thge, @it 4L - B4 R S (theme-rheme system)
KARIL o BN/ B FEAL(Theme) A AL (Rheme)fa il . E 72 (E BRI A, — RO THE, BT RIEHE

R AR RN R B AR AR N E T 140, RATHBAK L T SRF . KT B A £k
My () B BT R (6], L M AR B0 B AL, AT ARSI R AU R —— R T NRITEE
AR N A

3. Mt
3.1. RiEREE
BT I B SRR 20 K R 3 BB A 1 E B S R, B LR =N A
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(1) BEZThBEIRME, 2012 SRR 2024 4R AT S 20 KRB E RIS R (10185 15 2 A 7 AT (A A 2
(2) ANBrThefZM, 2012 SRS 2024 SREFRAT] 98 20p KRB 1 RS T Al 1 Al 7 0 T AN ) 2
(3) ERIIAEIE, 2012 FERRS 2024 AFRRA] SR O R RERG 1 RS T A 15 A 7 A T AN [ 2

3.2. FARIR

AH SO AR R AL\ ARG B (365D 28 1870 Reading BURSCA AT 4L, B 2012 4EfR “The
Story of Xi Wang” 5 2024 “Ffk “Xiwang in Safe Hands” . 4 ik 3 AU [H] (33 LK RESH “Xiwang” F%
KA B AR BB N 20 AREAE R (B I EIERUC) AR AL BAR R (B oA O B B TE R, HLIfT A A — 2%
Bt, mIEbtEE. IHARIESC 2319, Hihi 232 W

33. ARFA*E

AT AFALGE = RTCIhREONHER, MWHER . ABr SiERIIRE =N eI X L RUE I, 5 8ad Rk
B, Z25FMAORE. B SESGRE. EASEWEREZER, HIAEM LSS TN A G .
IPHTR AL E MR S E BT A

3.4. SHTER

RGN RETEVEIR TN GO/ N)TTIIRE . AR LLE R AN A AL, 7r =00 —, BAARER
PIYEE R, S 5E MO B, A AREE. FAOEEE, AGEREE: £, aalHe
FIRATE AL = RTYRELE L HO1E S HFE: 8=, MM EEMRREE R, FE5RE, FoREos 4818 Py
ARG . NAIRIZHIEAE Halliday (1994) bR, BIEANELE 18R 80 (0 WS P08 — A/ INa)s Rt
IR DL EE B B R R K IE 2]

4. ARGR

AR TIRE . ANPrDfe SR IR = N4EE, 20070 TR “The Story of Xi Wang” (fj#5 “IH
W7 )FIHTHR “Xiwang in Safe Hands” (T#R% “Hhit” ), FEAE&YEERIATXI LGNS . o dr BUER /N A
BEAFAL, /NE)JRIST A Halliday (1994)FRiE, St #ERAY DL 3 S0RTE 3 A1E RBIAIKTE 2]
4.1. BERThREHE B RIRIEE 4
4.1.1. |HARER AR

A R4 S /NP0 4y, 35 38 A1), 3 A AR AT B (1~19 A1) I i ) 3 B (20~30 ) NIHFIT AT 5 B (31~41
) R AW 2,

Table 2. Distribution of transitivity process types in “The Story of Xi Wang”

(from the 2012 edition textbook)
52 2. 2012 FAREAMIEIT “The Story of Xi Wang” IR TIZA RS54

SUR EEATY| ot Lk
Mg 18 47.4%
ISPy 5 13.2%
KRIHE 10 26.3%
TR 3 7.9%
FiEd R 1 2.6%
fELEIT 1 2.6%

ait 38 100%
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FRACAL S B 58 Xi Wang K ETF, PIFUE RS R R YIPUS FEROA SGHBAT g, W Xi
Wang drank her mother’s milk. she began to eat bamboo; & RITFERMIAB IR FE AL, 41 she weighed just 100
grams. she was not a small baby any more. P FII 25 B A G A FAHEE SREMS . BERERNZ,
WE A VIR RS E BN “Xi Wang” B¢ “she” , REJEME—1T A T4,

IF Ik B N AR AR N o SRBRERRAIE A2 - T A I A2 3N 1 38 21 9 “ giiant pandas ”“ baby pandas ”5(“ bamboo
forests” ZEdE NSifk, RHIMAZKZSEHE . U the bamboo forests are becoming smaller and smaller /&% A
Tt 57 I PO R —— AT MR pl i R O B SR8k, BURIBR25: pandas may not have a place to live AfA7E
RIS, BB E

47 3h B I B FR-A1T 7 VE N B 1 3 (We should take action), 1H J& 22 B AR1T 3l /5 & (help pandas
have more babies/build more panda reserves/make laws to protect pandas) AR 5] 8L, shiE# & W, fF “iE
Kefl” AEABVEE AL . 45 % we do believe that where there is Xi Wang, there is hope PLOFEEFRIUCR,
WAEENA B8 MAEBESEEE.

4.1.2. FAMIER AR AR

OGRS 4230 29 ANIE), FIRES N =ANEGE : KREEBCE 1~12 A)). ) R R B (B 13~21
A)REFRAT BB (5 22~29 A)). it FERAL ) SR AR 40 R 4 3.

Table 3. Distribution of transitivity process types in “Xiwang in Safe Hands”
(from the 2024 edition textbook)

3% 3. 2024 FEREHA R “Xiwang in Safe Hands” BIR4DMEISIERE 97

A e ad
Yipid R 14 48.3%
O 5 17.2%
KAWL 7 24.1%
17 Hid 2 6.9%
LR 0 0%
AL 1 3.4%
At 29 100%

A B S IHO R Z AT I\ “I7 A1 “FAi1” AENBhYE: when I first saw her (O EHTFE)
We named her Xiwang ()it #£). We gave her round-the-clock care (#Fiid#%). It4l, Her birth brought
much happiness tous EA “Her birth” JNzh{E#E, K RKBEM AR G @My “Hrksgfi” Mitshs, W7 Xi
Wang 155200 77

Ir 2t o) 3 B 5 IF R s AR AL, R AR N SEAR N BNERE, [ AR TifE. 1 the bamboo forests are
becoming smaller and smaller 5 [HR 84—, AR

REATAIB R IR W 2 R BTG NI N K E5) 4 : the government has taken action (LA “the gov-
ernment” NENYE#E). scientists are working hard to help pandas have more babies (B4 “scientists” SHBI{E#).
It4h, Thanks to all the efforts, the number of giant pandas is increasing ¥ VAT 8) SR R AR B LE——

“efforts” YENBNEHE, “thenumber..isincreasing” SRR, HH “ B~ 1T80—3” KR, 452

We believe things will get better and better LA-C R FER ARG &, (H “will” B M= T IHW “do believe” »
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BRahfE& b, WRRAE B AR, 2 EHS 55 MO ERE . PP IE R SRS o 1 70 A A
FEZE S, IFRR H b5 22 0 RE 1 5 R85 1 23 DA VRIS RIS A 2, Bhs U s 306 2 R 23k H A5 A Luckily ”
SN ME I KT
4.1.3. MGG REFPEAFXHER

IHARAAE PR B R LA “We” NBI{E#E (We should take action), J&%E478h 7 UM A)EIE 318 Hr
FRAEIG BB 51 Y “the government” “scientists” NEANE « W R4 LLIC B 2 4 0T 1k R4t 38 777 bR 4 sk
(the bamboo forests are becoming smaller and smaller), {EHTRRAE 0] 85 B 2L yAER A6, TR 10 @ - [A]
L7 g K s TH RO ) 80 B B2 Bk 22 T . AR BA Thanks to all the efforts K i 347 3l 5 B 45 R (the number
of giant pandas is increasing) 5445, [HARAR 2R X B “FEHLERAL” [a] “ )@l - [0]8 - Bk
7 (ETEHAR
4.2. ABRINBELEFERIRILL B4

AT EA S BB FIVE 55 =7 T PRGBS BN BRI, 45 R 4.

Table 4. A comparison of interpersonal function in discourse between the old and new editions
7= 4. FIBARAIER ABRINREXTEL

Yrp [F R B AT
%k 33/38 (86.8%); i 4

= /\‘* 9 H f N A}Elg‘n Y
BA (10.5%): FEIY 1 (2.6%) BRik 29/29 (100%): ToHfd, &L HI P 4 1)
s may 2 {X; can/could 3 IX; may 2 {X; can/could 2 IX; HA. AT AR )
R should 1 ¥ will 1 % 7 should AN
v A s Sadly, serious problems, difficult, happiness,  satisfying, L udﬂl}.,’ MR FE IR 4 R
P B UR Thanks to all the efforts, increasing, % ey

i ’ H é:t
die, danger; hope St F4iE better and better, hope

4.2.1. FBSEHERTEE

B CARRIRE S N E, (HARE 4 DT AR 1 ANEOA), TR BRI 8~ M i Ip I — SR
GEky . WA EE AT, BTSN BRI AR YL R . R AR IESR, AEESS
e, 1 LAMRA 7 S E IR EATE) 5. Bt “PPIFATE)” i CPRIRFEST, AR ANE ., &
W

4.2.2. HESHEHEXTEE

IH AR5 ST & DUEAE may. can/could A1HH{H should AT, A F(EMIK. may K BEM A K H IR &R
N “TIEE” , should MORIFUTENFRIR A “ Ry ” , SLIRIEM “ jn) @™ EARAT ) AR TE S TS BT
[k should, fREH may 5 can/could, FEiHs will. will K5 iA H SRR N IR E I AR, HERMED “8
W- ATRE” Belm) T - BE T .

4.2.3. A FIRAIEE

IHRRPP YR “ AT - Ryl - RARMR” 0 Af, WA BRI AR b T i) @t e ik B, AR BRI AR b T
45 hope, H. we do believe LB PSSR, UiRIEAEE(S S AEF S BRI O 55U 43 A7 5E 251 -
JFi LA happiness. satisfying ZE AR IR, ] BB O B XU 08, T BB LA Luckily A#e4rFRic, I H Thanks
to all the efforts. increasing %5 2 LKA, 45 % LA better and better. hope W . BRI “FIMR I~ o
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4.2.4. TTEL/NG

PIRAE N bRy RE b 2 RV 72 R IHRGEIEHHEIE S should L5515 A& AL A T 1a] JBL RV AR VA
AR FEHVE R AR BROE IS R RRORTE T will BE Y A4 S0 A AR PPAY, A e - Rl -
BRSO AL SR O SRIATSN” , TR BAT 3 S s E N BE R s 2 30,
RN S B ARFIE LA AR AR U

4.3. IERINREHE R RIXIEL AT
AN BRSO REILERE 53 50 PR R AT AR S B AT

4.3.1. |BERBAE R B EQHFHE

IHRR 38 AN/INAJH, A7 AREAS AR S SEAAR N E (3 24 &b, 5 63.2%), HAF “Xi Wang/she/it” HiEH 18
X “giant pandas/pandas” HIL 6 K. B EPRIEFEBRE R G 8 4b(21.1%), = E T2 2L (8] i
J#(When Xi Wang was born. At four months old. Eight months later) fliZ %5 5¢ R (However. Asaresult) A
kK “We” MENEAACHIL 2 R(5.3%), HEFTIFFB KA,

FA A RUBE D) KA FHBLL “Xi Wang/she” AAZ O EAL, BAJHEDE; 198 IR B 3
fLfE “giant pandas” 5 “bamboo forests” Z[A]ZE ¥, HIAZLAAENSARAME BRE i WEITAT3IBE IR LA

“We” NFEA G HATHIFIF, ARG =MriA) 48 34, R4 There are now only about 1600 pandas
PIAELE AP LA B CHE [B] RE S B, 1f we do nothing L&A L4751 7R, However LARL T iE 517 5]
25 S IR E A HERE ISR AR 2 B £ SR 8 8 T Xi Wang/ K BES, A2K “We” AUAESCAR K
A FEAL
4.3.2. FRBAE R EAAFE

iR 29 AS/NEJH, B AT RAE TR EAA: BEAEAH R AL 9 46(31.0%), AR EALATH 11 4
(37.9%), Hrh “We/1” HIL 6 4b. “the government” “scientists” “Thanks to all the efforts” %A 1T 5)
FHREALHIN S 4bo B [RPRTE S 42 17 A7 H I 6 48(20.7%)

T HEHEAL AL = AN BTE R R E A R KA B AL “ Xiwang” 5 “ We” 2 [ 4 #% (Xiwang
was.... Ifirstsaw. Wenamedher. We gaveher), #HJ T “HEM - N7 BIXUAIFUEM A n) e iR B =
AL CLRERE AT MR ONAZ 0, 5 IR RRARARL s Y6 BRAT ) B I 3 4677 51 A “ the government” 3| “ scientists ” | “ Thanks
to all the efforts” %] “we believe” , 4 | 5E#I “1T8)#H 173~ Bk~ R E” (5 4.

4.3.3. Mt MEEINTL

IHRRA R FELAN G 5.3%, HEFTRE: FRIE 37.9%, fER. GEEAREE =By & EAL
IHR LA Xi Wang/pandas NZEX AL Loy FARAE “BEM - BB - BURF - BH#K” M2 B H#EdE. HALL Asa
result 5] H ARG 5, Hihi LA Thanks to all the efforts 5| HARMSRL, SeBA “ B @GR 2] “ 23
AR RS
5. g

WYL R, AmgE—Dihe: —, SIANFNEESEE0, MR 2 IR IX — 88 prik Il m A=
BEN; =, WS SRR ER SIS AE, RISz H .

5.1. AMEESTFENRA TR

BERAME REEINER, TENZEREMEHW . ([T, Z082018)F&H 1 “Znfng, LHIL

A7 ARRTENON SR AR . ZE RS hEA ST Y CRANEG 7 MBS B R
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LR

A7 B, HZOET: NSBERARXN LM, T-MH KA A ar L m Ak, ASSRER A2 b))
HilitE, WA R A R, F MR S E” KR TP, EE =K E
DA M EE—— 2K THUE, AN BRA iy B A SBOWIE 5 1E—— B AR5, 17
B SR ARSI E TS — ¥ B R4 N R[]

DASLER AR, I RRCSE B A A O M 1 PTG D IR R Te i s & H AR SRS, BARAT3h 7 RUA
WE EAET AR R, BT AR . Bk E L AR S i PE1EE:  “the government”  “scientists” E A
AMEFH A ML, MR TN, HIAB RO S 230 Frhosid v &g N R EE 1
S EALEER T 2 T0 AR GNP R PR R OR, R NS BRI A B TR SO BRI
S —— AR R I N ES R TR TR, KA RIOA IR AR IR G
S2. REWAE: HEERSRRIEESMER

BEE AL AL 2B SRR IL F VR I 45 B o A 25 53 B2 A i v v AR IR A 50 77
URFEARAE A A 2 05 B3 1) B SR AL A 806 9 55 1) AR B
5.2.1. HRIBEATL

] K AR 25 S I RS HE 1 D9 BOM B ARSI 2 WS . 2023 4R 12 H, wpdkrpde [HSS R AT (T
ARG T E @R A W), W I bR NS BRI AE IR (8]0 X — AR T [
N R B I S S AL AT (B 4R 5] .

FRE K R OR A SE B USR5 78 A “ I ) BRI R [ 5 SRR ST AR .
18 B ZOMREJR) 2024 SRR, KRBT AMRIRF S B AN 20 AT 80 AEARZ 1100 T 1900 W, 55 H
AR 139 AWK A 258 T AW, 2021 4FE LI R REM E 2K o [l S i ARIE 2.2 /5P J7 7K,
TRAF T 70% LA 1B AR R RERG A St o 1 5 B AR ORAP KR O KRB 32 U S5 0 | “ Wi s ™ IR “ G fa”
[9][10]. BrHRFHF+ “the number of giant pandas is increasing” 1E A2 X 3X —{R 47 BORK (1 B4z s ik

5.2.2. RIEERER

URFRAR A A O VB R B SR B R . (LSS POERFEFREQ011 4EAR)) 7EIRFEA
HRE U CAH5E®R” “ANSGHE” MHEEE T[], “ANESER” MR ST 3 BEw; .
H AR F U ZAE NG S AR SRR AE, MAERA M BE MER N AR, 2012 FRREM E27ELL
HRTFRE——RENRKEMX - BEAAESHEETE N ED, HIEEMATL “2MWMEE” HE, MR
RGN ETHE ST

(LSS HE FERFEARE(2022 FFERR) ) SEILRBERE AR o RS B V0K £ 8 “ANE5HER” “A
H#47 “NS5HER” ZKVulE, “NS5HRY Prfhsr Nmar 3 Eas; . RN A H SR < DL ]
SUEFFFHRRIENE” « ZHNBERAFRE “BMALS AR ERFERRR” “WL gy 3R, )
PRI [12]. XEWE “ANSER” FEMNEFRLZE RO, BT ERA A B A% E .

PR bR “ NS5 HR” E-AFES, BEEZWMBAIEIEREM . 2011 FRORAIE “ TR,
2012 4R Z AN RE “ SRR AEIETE 2022 AERGEAREER CHARAN HARLE R R N R LR
EAR” 2024 RO AR ) R IR RS [N 15E T I O R A TR R (S NN Eh
) BRI Z TTEAR) PEAN TR FRH AL B (BRI, IE S R PR A V8 SN TR #2
S R
6. &G

AT AR ALAE = R TT IR WSS, Xk kL 2012 SRR 2024 4R SEAE HBobs R R 3 8
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ERAT RS TEEDIN X . BFRRIL, WRRIE = ANEE R E R MERThAE b, IRAR 54T A0,
WK “the government” “scientists” ZNENEHE s NBRIIRE L, IHRAHT IS TS R IF L8 E
BUEZS, B PR T OF B PP OISR TR Dhae L, IBRRONGE ALY 5.3%, SBTRRTT 2 37.9%,
B R — Ry o2 u R X AR IR AR B A AR 2011 SRR “ N5 A
IR TR RO AT SERRVEWS , 2022 SERRURFR S H A O TR RE 2 —, FOR BN BN AR
KER” “WILEP AR RIPAGEEIR” o DT BREK “Zouiil, K" ASEEUNS
M, BhRE S R A S s M I

BT FEEF VR TE AT IR AL AR B4, OV PR URAE AR i 5 0P 1 15 L3 K R it
HARZG] . (H, RO S KRR B — B R, JREn R EE 2 18, HEMAEN, U
DI E KB AL, ABIAREERE PR, B AR A S AR SR T 1
JESER TR R

SE

(11 PEES, REE ASWHEINIGE. Bis. FUSIHEAD]. BUCSNE, 2017, 40(5): 585-596.
[2] Halliday, M.A.K. (19940) An Introduction to Functional Grammar. 2nd Edition, Edward Arnold.

[3] Halliday, M.A K. and Matthiessen, C.M.I.M. (2013) Halliday’s Introduction to Functional Grammar. 4th Edition, Taylor
& Francis Group.

[4] Halliday, M.A.K. (1973) Explorations in the Functions of Language. Edward Arnold.

(51 WP, AOKZE, sKEERR, 2T, RGNS S FRIEIM]. JbaG AERUR S RREE, 2009.
[6] Halliday, M.A.K. (1985) An Introduction to Functional Grammar. Edward Arnold.

(71 ff, 20K, R HE R S A STE D M B RERR D], 0B RS, 2018(5): 63-73.

(8]

HRotdh g [ 5% B o T A T HE I SR N A g i 1 & L [EB/OL].
https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/202401/content_6925406.htm, 2023-12-27.

[9] FRE KREAEFAM ARSI =0T 1900 R [EB/OL]. https:/www.forestry.gov.cn/c/www/ledt/543787 jhtml, 2024-01-
26.

[10] KAE%E[E 5 A I [EB/OL]. https://www.forestry.gov.cn/c/www/wmdgjgy/119160.jhtml, 2020-12-08.
[11] X EIFEERFEFREQ0LL FMR) [S]. b JbRTIMvE K& AL, 2011.
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