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Abstract

This study examines how national requirements for special education quality evaluation are trans-
lated at the municipal level into a workable chain of responsibility and mechanisms for improvement.
Using policy document analysis and case analysis, it draws primarily on the Ministry of Education’s
Guidelines for Evaluating the Quality of Special Education, Chongqing’s implementation plan, and ma-
terials documenting practice in Yuzhong and Beibei districts. Comparisons are conducted across four
dimensions: the entities evaluated, responsible actors, operational procedures, and forms of support.
The findings show that Chongqing brings the fulfilment of responsibilities by district and county gov-
ernments, professional support from special education schools, and inclusive education practices in
mainstream schools into a single framework. A closed loop is formed through the refinement of stand-
ards, self-evaluation and review, monitoring and diagnosis, support for corrective action, use of eval-
uation results, and re-evaluation and iterative improvement. The evaluation of inclusive education
practices in mainstream schools serves as a key link through which institutional requirements are
translated into classroom practice, teacher collaboration, and participation in school life. As the sys-
tem is still in the early stages of implementation, further efforts are needed to strengthen differenti-
ated guidance, build the evidence base, reinforce professional support networks, and reduce admin-
istrative burdens through digital tools. These efforts should help shift the focus of evaluation from
meeting indicator targets to continuous improvement.
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Table 1. Three-level structure of special education quality evaluation in Chongqing
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Table 2. Closed-loop mechanism for municipal special education quality evaluation
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