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Abstract

Big ideas and interdisciplinary thematic teaching are among the important concepts and teaching
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models for cultivating students’ core competencies in geography and implementing the fundamental
task of fostering virtue through education. This study integrates big ideas with interdisciplinary the-
matic teaching. Taking “Appreciating the Beauty of Poetry, Exploring the Causes of Climate” as an ex-
ample, it combines geography with Chinese language, with the core objective of cultivating students’
geographical core competencies. It guides students to learn about the impact of climate on human ac-
tivities and to appreciate the ancient concept of human-earth coordination and the beauty of poetry.
On this basis, this study constructs an interdisciplinary thematic teaching model from the perspective
of big ideas, namely: extracting hierarchical big ideas and establishing disciplinary knowledge struc-
tures; formulating interdisciplinary integration objectives centered on geographical concepts; embed-
ding interdisciplinary contexts and constructing tiered question chains; and developing a diversified
evaluation system to achieve transfer and application.
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Figure 1. The relationship between big ideas and interdisci-
plinary thematic teaching
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Figure 2. Instructional design strategies for interdisciplinary thematic teaching from
the perspective of big ideas
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Figure 3. Hierarchical structure of the big idea “Weather and Climate”
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Table 1. Learning objectives and their corresponding disciplinary core competencies for “Appreciating the Beauty of Poetry,

Exploring the Causes of Climate”
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Table 2. Instructional design for “Appreciating the Beauty of Poetry, Exploring the Causes of Climate”
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Figure 4. Tiered question chain for “Weather and Climate”
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