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Abstract

The cultural appropriateness of a kindergarten curriculum cannot be determined solely by the
cultural characteristics of local resources. Cultural content must also become an experience in which
children can participate. Drawing on policy documents and relevant research, this article clarifies the
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relationship between cultural and developmental appropriateness. A hypothetical situation involv-
ing forms of address in a community illustrates three risks: substituting cultural labels for curricu-
lar goals, adult displays for children’s participation, and predetermined products for evidence from
the learning process. The article proposes identifying links with children’s lives, formulating ques-
tions for inquiry, organizing connected experiences, and revising activities on the basis of process ev-
idence. It also discusses challenges involving teachers’ capabilities, time, and cultural sensitivity. Cul-
tural meaning, children’s participation, and developmental needs mustbe examined together through-
out implementation. The proposed pathway requires further empirical examination.
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