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Abstract

Objective: To conduct a scoping review of the status of the curriculum system for nursing bridg-
ing programs (upgrading from junior college to undergraduate level), and to provide references
for developing a scientific curriculum framework. Methods: A comprehensive search was conducted
in China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), Wanfang Database, VIP Database, China Bi-
ology Medicine Database (CBM), PubMed, Cochrane Library, Embase, Web of Science, and CINAHL.
The search period covered from database inception to February 28, 2026. Studies related to cur-
riculum system and course configuration for nursing bridging programs at the undergraduate
level were included. Two reviewers independently screened studies and extracted data. Findings
were then analyzed and discussed. Results: Fourteen studies were included. The studies covered
12 provinces nationwide and were published between 2001 and 2023. The curriculum system
mainly comprised four categories: general education courses, basic medical sciences courses, core
nursing courses, and nursing professional extension courses. The nursing professional extension
courses could be further divided into five subcategories: specialty-specific nursing courses, medical
humanities courses, research and evidence-based practice courses, traditional Chinese medicine
nursing courses, and nursing informatics courses. Conclusions: Although nursing bridging programs
vary across institutions in terms of course emphasis and focus, several issues remain, including
overlap with junior-college curricula, insufficient research practice, inconsistent provision of spe-
cialist nursing courses, and limited attention to traditional Chinese nursing and nursing informatics-
related courses. Future efforts should focus on integrating course content, increasing research oppor-
tunities, refining the structure of specialist nursing courses, expanding traditional Chinese nursing
teaching content, and introducing courses in nursing informatics.
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Table 1. Search strategy in CBM
= 1. PEEYEF SRR E T SRR

Search No. Index Terms and Keywords
#1 (“YEL” [POChRA: BRE] OR “HEHEE” [hOChRE: FHHE] OR “9/E” [hiChnd: FHE])
#2 Ak, B (AR 3R]
#3 (#2) OR (#1)

(“BFAR” [POCARM: BHEE] OR “HHA” [FhChrdl: AL OR “EHEAR” [Chii: A
OR “HEAAHE” [T ARl BHE)OR “HAREIE” [T Uhpf: &HE)

#5 “HE, L LT RG]
#6 (#5) OR (#4)

(B R [Po0hRE: EEOR “HAERE” [HoChrd: FEE] OR “MRFEME” [WFChrd: & hE)
OR “IRFELER” [ ChriE: 2 fE] OR “HlitRl” [HHChni: #EE)

#3 CHERFR” IR PR

#9 CHE MRS RAMEG: §E]
#10  (#9) OR (#8) OR (#7)

#11 (#10) AND (#6) AND (#3)

#4

#1

2.3. XHTHIES FRHEE

FERL B 5 AT B SCHR AR o5 A\ 21| NoteExpress 3.4 HCPFHEAT LB ACEE, FEeht 2 4401 78 3 ad B 132 S0k
PR BRETA S AN AT IO, AR AT S gV HERR R SO B9 JE e DY B A SCHEAT B . A A
S, WX 2 AR E TR RE . TR 2 AFFAAF LRI, AR . KRR, A0,
ARG SNA . R LI KRR BB AR LI I AR 23R, IR AR AT SR 2 3L
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JE I H A PR AN 7R SRAS A S0 (n=2)
Library (n=10) . EMbase (n=181) . Web of Science (n=11) . CINHAL
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5] 152 SRR ZETT 57 (n=880)

HEBR (n=817) :
< HEE (n=5)

SR EARRK (n-800)

V/ SV ZRIR IR (n=12)

PR SCE T (n=63)

Hebr (n=49) -
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ZERICHR (n=2)

GINIISCHE (n=14)

Figure 1. Literature screening flowchart
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Table 2. Design of curriculum system for nursing top-up degree programs in the included studies
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