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Abstract

In junior high school English reading instruction, cultivating critical thinking is an important approach
to implementing core competencies. However, students commonly exhibit passive acceptance of texts
and a lack of in-depth thinking. Question chains, with their hierarchical and logical nature, provide
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a feasible path to overcome these dilemmas. Based on an analysis of the necessity and feasibility of
applying question chains to English reading instruction, and in response to practical dilemmas such
as the lack of cognitive progression in current question-chain design and the disconnection between
critical thinking cultivation and reading instruction, a tiered and progressive teaching strategy is pro-
posed in this paper. Specifically, it involves designing four types of question chains: foundational
comprehension, logical analysis, viewpoint questioning, and application and transfer. Integrated
with specific teaching cases, this systematic question-chain design guides students to enhance their
critical thinking through text deconstruction, viewpoint evaluation, and real-life transfer, with the
aim of providing an actionable pathway for cultivating critical thinking in junior high school English
reading instruction.
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Q1: What places are introduced in the video?

Q2: What details are given for each place?

Q3: What is the order of introduction? Why this order?

Q4: Who is speaking and who is the audience?

Q5: What is the main purpose of this video? How does the content support it?
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Q1: What is the author’s main purpose?

Q2: How is the article organized?

Q3: What methods does the author use to persuade readers?

Q4: Why start with Xiwang’s story? What effect does it have?

Q5: Is the shift from the story to general problems effective? Why or why not?
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Q1: Who is telling the story? What is her perspective?

Q2: How is Andrew’s image changed in the story?

Q3: Are any negatives of DIY mentioned? Why or why not?

Q4: Is DIY always fun and money-saving? Give examples.

Q5: What else should one know before trying DIY?
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Q1: What makes Franklin a “lifelong learner”?

Q2: What learning methods or attitudes did he show?

Q3: Which method can you use in your own studies? How?

Q4: What might be the biggest challenge in doing so?

Q5: How can our class build a “learning community”?
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Table 1. Four types of question chains and their cognitive levels
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