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Abstract

The mechanism of the degradation of petroleum hydrocarbons is explored, the concept of petro-
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leum hydrocarbon degradation is defined in detail and connotation is given, and the methods of
petroleum hydrocarbon degradation are classified: physical degradation, chemical degradation,
biodegradation, and physical-chemical degradation, physical-biodegradation, bio-chemical de-
gradation, physical-chemical-bio combined degradation, etc. This paper analyzed the mechanism
of each degradation, and pointed out the advantages and disadvantages, and analyzed the me-
thods and technologies for the degradation of these petroleum hydrocarbons. The application
would be promoted. Finally, it would be pointed out that the current research on the degradation
mechanism of petroleum hydrocarbons was insufficient, and we should strengthen the explora-
tion and fill in the gaps, affirm the current existing research achievements, look forward to the fu-
ture of the research; and particularly emphasize the factors and factors affecting the degradation
efficiency of petroleum hydrocarbons. The importance, urgency and feasibility of the investigation
and screening on these influencing factors and indicators of the degradation of petroleum hydro-
carbons as well as the construction of the comprehensive evaluation index and evaluation system
and model had been emphasized.
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