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Abstract
Phytoplankton are key primary producers in lake ecosystems. Their carbon and nitrogen stable
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isotope signatures (613C and 615N) integrate information on carbon and nitrogen sources, assimilation
processes, and environmental influences, and thus serve as effective indicators for elucidating biogeo-
chemical cycling and ecological processes in lakes. Existing studies have explored the mechanisms con-
trolling carbon and nitrogen isotope fractionation in phytoplankton from the perspectives of environ-
mental drivers and algal physiological traits; however, the role of phytoplankton community structure
in shaping stable isotope variability remains insufficiently understood. Focusing on the influence of
community composition changes on phytoplankton §13C and 615N, this review synthesizes and com-
pares evidence from laboratory experiments and field observations worldwide. Key factors regulating
phytoplankton stable isotope signatures—including light availability, water temperature, dissolved in-
organic carbon (DIC), nutrient forms, and phytoplankton community composition—are systematically
summarized. Particular emphasis is placed on how shifts in community structure modulate carbon and
nitrogen utilization pathways and isotopic fractionation processes, thereby driving the spatiotemporal
variability of isotope signals and their responses to environmental change. This review advances the
understanding of the ecological indicative significance of phytoplankton stable isotopes and provides
an integrated perspective for future research on carbon and nitrogen biogeochemical processes in lake
ecosystems.

Keywords

Phytoplankton, Carbon Stable Isotopes, Nitrogen Stable Isotopes, Lake Ecosystems

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. FiFEYIHL

PR DA LS R G RIS A W02, AEKRRERAL I 5 W) i3 h i fe
RAFHFIERVEAE A . B G AE ], R YR EHUR S E T, M 7K BB R S R
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3. FiFEPHEREWFERRETENX

FUREDIVE KR R ) B EDR G B 7R, HAR AR F2 5 S AR R I 2 0 52 2 R 85 R 7
M3LmERE, HAKiR. B IR O RO B RS R &

ZKC B I 5 e 200 P M AR AR T U T VR R A A KRR A A R, R VR T
TS I BB N [ 19]-[21]0 TEISZIEHE P, 2 B07 WA ) A s 28 B /K T s T 38 o, (A [ 2
SXof U FEE ) A A ] A A 3 72 R [22]-[25]. AT TR B, WA A SR O A R s KR, A A
Z WILE B Ze sl R B, TR ) B S AR A B, FEABRE R G AR 525 BE[26]-[30]. TEAERS
EARRET 50N, WRKIFIFEIBEVE I /N Ak R RE T 5 AR 7 R i B, X — R O S
FE A B S TR A N IS R B A VA 5C[31] [32].

E IR AR B LR A K AR S E N, RN PE NN RE R OR,
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O 2 PR DR, T 6 L PR AR A AT 3 — D YR T TR IR A P RS TR R (3 4 DR R [34]-[37] VR
YIRS BRI TR SZKACE FRIRE T L), TEARE TR &4 T EAEASONRBIE R, MEE RN R
JRIN, BRI PREIAE N9 [38]. Al ANFIZEEEXE IR G IR BE A AE 22 5, 9 A re e ek IR 26
(RS, A AR R B IR 2k N G U R S, NI HEBD BEVE 2540 K AR T E[39]-[41]. Ik, A, BFE
Fr R AR N T W & B R R, R I SOK AR R A BRI AR A A R [42 ]

FEHRAAT B e R YO C S E R R IR DO R, FLaRE . FREET (8] SR R Y155 1) 4 [ 43 A
o AR A A K RN 2 () 3 A LA BRI [20] [23]0 AN R A D S BELE Y VR st K% i 52 Y0 1)y T A7 7 22
5, HRRA S HBE IR TR Z M I UCRCRR R, AR e T VR PN R 2R B SE e iR 3 [24] . b4,
SR B A B SR SR FIER TN, ESNERK A AR A, W 5 A A E M R
H1[33].

B BRI R AN, TKB) I %A KoK A pH 7R T i I 2 Fhig A s i PR D BEVE 450 . KB T RE AN
A KIR ARSI R L5, B TE B YE 193 B B RS R SRR, PR R A K e A
HRCMA[43]-[45]0 KA pH @ sEMA EHLIRTEAS S FE TR AV, 30— DR it A i) AR B AR AN VA 4
F, TR TR, AR BRI (PR 5% R B8 A R TR ) A K, I n] B 5 BB R AT A 46] [47]
4. FiFEYRNEXEIWEF
4.1. . BRERMRNONA

FaE R R BRI B A AP R ERvE . WIVRRE ) SO R 4R R B 3, TEAERS = AR 2T 2 B,
CRCNANTAES RA LM 5 IR E M 7 F B . Horp, B BRE AL R (01PC, 0 N)EMIIAE S RS
FoHb N O [48]. TEARS RGIEITIERET, MRATE . Bl SRR 2B . 13 KA
REFRASLRIVA R, SRR (R 35 7R A O AR R I I R A BORRAE, AR AN R Loy AR R e R r
FAWR E 2P RN RG2S . B TX R, e MR TASURERn A S KRG b s
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AR AR ARHE -

FEBAAE ST, 0VC 1 RMIENURRIR AT E T R ARRFAE, 8 T KA &)
WG [ e AR B R A2[49] [50]; 0PN T2 B H T RIEIR B 5 8 FR R AT 7T, AN IX AR AR
ARG K TV KA AN [ 2 AN RIR A B AR, RN o fr M Bk R i B R AR [51]-[53].

4.2. ZiFEEDR. RREERINE

YRS RGP BEEICR HOHUIES N EY IS L YW S B OCBEATT, HAR
JE [FI 2 A AE — E R B B4R IR T I B BAE I I AL AR AE[ 18] [54]. Horr, VIR ES € AL R
(6"3C) F= BERAE H XA FTCHLERIR B R FH 77 20 A = i RE AR Ak, v T8 7 KA Bl ml R e S )
RAETHIREAS[54]: PRI B E [ 2 (61N WK Z005 45 K S AN U AN AR AL a FERBURR, i T X 4y
AN FV BRI AR E TR LA AR DTRR, I SR BB N R A v AR A I RE R s2 e [55] [56]

TFUFAEY) 6'3C A 6N HIFE A BE B T FL R AL R « BORTEARFE, 52 R4k FE b R e R 28 01 Ak
R R SR RIS R &, IR 61°C FEZ TR R G5 V4 40108 -5 A 30 7% 4 TR
WEFE . ANFITEHLBES B A Z 7K 65C F-E, Horb neo; LT CO, (aq)ili & 4 1°C, XA
[ B IR 1) ) P O ¥ BB i AT LB ()1 B AL R[5 T TEAEM BN 12 2 H, SR LB Ribulose-1, 5-
bisphosphate carboxylase/oxygenase (Rubisco)fER Wt FEH X 12CO, BAEFENE, WM A WA T
WU R = 2 A2 [ 35 41858 ]

TERIRBIVA, IEMRA COy H AT AR ZBRARZS , W 22 Vs iE Y I8 i B A 45 ML 1] (carbon concentrating
mechanism, CCM)M 5 TCHLERIRIRE 71[59] 41 & 1 frow, MuAM R I g rl e 1 eo; 5 COa Z Al 44k,
I AL CO, s, HiZd AR & A SRR R 8 1 Heo; 3302 ATk
PR T I FH AT 31 Rubisco BRAVIRAIIR R, FRACH A ke, JE& N neo; AHXTE 1°C MRHE, R4
SECFIEY) 61C FHm[60]-[62]. Rk, FFIFREY 6'°C H AN SBLr 5 F FH SRmE . CCM 3 14 2 B PR A
RASWEZ AR R . Bk, W 2 BroR, HA g s oB5C (AR IR, 1 4 Ak i 5] 7
RIE S EE[63].
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the carbon concentrating mechanism (CCM)
B 1. BRgEILEI(CCM)RERE
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HA 03 7 1 6N R, Horbim AR AR U 5 & & PN, TR RE A ] AR e P A 1R N
PN AHNHWAS, PRI 6N EA RIS & T R R 2 57 [55] [64]. fERRMUS RS, Rt
W it A 1 2 [ AL 2R 1N 2 R 8 R I TR ARSI, 6N EAR WA TIERSZ IR R T, I8N
1855, 0PN BEZTFm[65]. #eAh, ANRIEESSAERIEH AT B2 R R Al R VR RE Bk — 2k 6N
(AR AR R, 491 Gk 3 8 O L A R 8, T W98 B S R o BSOB e [ 0 B AR A NG, AT ZEAS [R5
Z AT L2 1) 01N 22 57 [66]

BT IR . B FALER R A3 D15 U], AS R EESRAE B U 5 SRR F S g 2 [a) o 2%
Oy VRREAE 7 A AE 038 22 5, B0 VRO R B 08 20 1 AR A st FL R (R A7 2R AR AIE 7 A E B 5 I o SR 17T
WA B TT 2 S T IR R P I A R 8 R AL 2 AR, R 2 e A e L SR R 758 BLAR
FHET 51 RS B[R 2R 23 TR 28 S VR AN AN A2 TRV &5 M o V7 i R 0 A 0 (R AE 2R 28 A DU R A FE 11 R Gt AT
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Figure 2. The range of 6'3C (%o) variations of various freshwater phytoplankton [63]
2. HIKE BITRIFHEY 61°C (%0) W SERE[63]

4.3. FFEYHRERERARNRWE T

KEEAHIRII S SRR TR, Y 015C AR IFAR t i — IR 2], 1 2 il m] Al
IR JelSRE . Aok IR, B IRERIRE] . KB FI B AR 4L A 2 M R R SR A AR T s
o Forb, VEAETCHLIR(DIC) B Bh4s 9 B e FLEH S A s A N 2 SRE I ) 013C AR RBRE R R 22
o HKAH COL R FEFEARER pH THEI . Heo; ETEHLER A Z T AOAR X ELEE N, F i Heo; [
FIHRRFE Rl 2 358, 8w 2 SO 61°C HFFRE[67] [68]. K E H E S HLX [ BF AN IR o, TEVE R
& CO s Z IR A BE b, PRIFHEY) 013C AHAT BRI R m AR A& % [69] [70]

BRAMBBRIR G 25 25 AT Ah, PRI AR RURE 5 A AR AR TR 1 R Mg SO R A A= 80 7 2 ) R
X oBC A B o AR BE R SRR R R SR A S B R B ORI B AT AR R bR
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i, HARRTIAR S AL TR, 80 COy IS Ry BIRCR R IK. B9 BUZIRAFAF T, 40l COL IR
B G PREEAE,  AIMIES Rubisco Xt 12CO, MIEREME /BRI HLEK 61°C MIXT T &, Mk, /N
YRR TP HOR AR . RN, B SAERFREMA CO R, A IMSRARN B s, EHE
P AR 613C 5. 2R, 4/ NEOR I REIAE AR TR S S N PO R Y COL B, Ly B AL R 2K
7R ] RE IS5 7 TRIR R, AT By 613C fE[58] [61].

6 R S A TR S 3 A VR R R 75 SR B RIS 3R A TR R, X 613C oA B RE I . 3 5EO R B
BUE KO JE AT 22 B i I IR AR TONURR BV BT 28, DT DR 55 ik [F) 82 28 20 PR ALSE, il 613C AHN T i
[67]. Ak, EEWFFIEH, A KSR T 5 Y0 X bR ) RIS 75 SR 50, B [FI A AR
FEPOE A KB B, PRI CO, MR IR B 5, N COL IRFERE N %, Rubisco RJF| KA
BT ZRORES . BB, T Al E R 2CO, Fu gD, BRI SRR [R5 I RErk B, AT k55 3
JIE5Y VRN, 8 6BCAET o AR, FEARAE KRR BRIE 7R 2 %, A CO» iR 7844, Rubisco RE
i 70 53 R AFILFA ZOEFENE, ARS8, 613C AHXHIRAK[S8] [61]. & 7% Hh PR 7R nl i ik 1 5 V7 Wi 4
(AR BRAR T R (B 22 ) 513C, ARANIRI BN E 77 BRI (o ma B 7 [ A7 B B 22 57 SRURZE IR SR BH, 7ERE
BRAISEAT T, FEUEY 01C IH THaE, TR 613C IS U D8 ST 25 5 10 26 B AR ] v A [ 71
[72]. [EIBF, K377 SR RIS B R S eh 2%, R RE ) 613C PR AR E R : RIS
SREIRIE HEZS 7 R RS, 0BC HAEMAR: TEY BUZIR&AE T, W 53R I H AR & S MREAE[ 73]

FHECT B IRIAL 2, IR B [F) A7 22 (0 N) BN 28 T S BRAEUR S5 44« 8 FRIRES S BRI I A2 1) A2
BRHIE, HE 2B R EZFIRA . ARG E . FAEZUI R DB 4SS R R 3L A . A
) 24 70 G B A FE AR 1 01N RFEAE, LRy KA AR IR B 4 N, (EVRIFED) 01N R I
i K5 TR AT R B AR U AR P B A ) SRR L SN BRI 0%, T FEURIFEY) 01N W3 P
fIK[55][74] BEAL, 6'SN X TN 5 AT 00 H B AOIR FE AR A , 76 SR 78 R 25 1F R IB R B, 1
BEE R R IZHEFE, o N T FHm[65].

JEIE A S NUT A i FE BT REURR 015N 8 Nu: 78 A KR i ) R R ORI F, mr 5| i
T VN [ ZE AT PERRAR s T 24 7K A o m] R FH S0 T % 1) DL Ny o BB, PRI 0N A T [ 75]
AN, AN ERRIEAED SRR BRI w7 T 22 5, Wl EREVE RUE LR35 6N RHE. %,
DA 25 O = BRI RE R RIS L 1SN M R, 1 S R P N B8 e A 47 [ 28 3R B 20 36 1 v 2
o GREERETE, L 0PN {EIEE fWAK[66].

BRI S, FRIFHEYIBR . BRI R 2R 780 BRI LA R AE L 5 IR EhBRMIFRRE L Ao e
IKEN F1 55 B BE VR S 2 22 B R AL [ g Fop, 03C 32 BEAZ i WS R ] A M R 0 AR i R TR 4
1M SN ST EORIRSE R AR IR R O R IR 25 R B o o v f b

5. mRaEEMREHEMRARERM RS

= RN A E R - R A SRS, HFi . SR E RN R RRE M L A5
AR P W S8R S SR B T O TSV E I s . OO T T AR E 7K . AR A5 3o
B, X DXIREE BV R AR e R 25 1) 25 8] 5 B [R) AR AR AR AE T & T R GRS

PAHQOI) AR F R E TR ZE R EE 1 10 N E WO O R, R Y S Sk AR 2R
VI BARGE FIA7 A AT 1 BT, SRR IR 6'3C IR 1A 22 ¢ £ 2 /KR . KRB
TEHUBRRIE SR B FE R, T 0N Sk TN FI TP WRJE R B EMAH xR, RWH & TR Aol
J& B RVRAR A FLA e U [ 76

EETRE L, BRPHRSQO2DMTILAM . FHoRIE Mg ARtk 55 SRS 10 I A 6'°C Fl
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OPN AALRFAEZEAT 70 EUBIE T, DA R 9A S RS PS5 BIX 3 PR O Wil A7 A W S 22 5. KRR /KGA
TP 61°C IOZRTT A T B KR AR AN TE BRI A2, 110/ AL Kl E U B 5 52 1 e 7K L 7 e
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R i NE VAN R P W S NE S RSP @R e e i KL S A B VN -3 2 DR DS v
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FEN KR AR« B KGR Je N S0 sl 95l ) S 6 A T B P L R L R 2 T AR K SR R 3K [ 76 E
BA5(2023)7E 7 L BT Tt — DR WY, IR KA KRR At B 77 A AL BE 6 25 S i i i AR L
g RO R ALK, Horp 683C XK BAR M SRR BR HIR AR I v B U, 0 0N MU Rt 1 Ak
1595 415K SN IR R N ARSI 78] 0

FEERREREEE I, Li 58(2025)3 T = M UK = WA R I Bl . RGEVPAG 1 UwAR
e 5 NG S P R S A B . AR E (R GL 2R AR SRR, S5 SRR IR 01°C LR IR AT
K TEHUBRARIREE IR B],  T0 6" N XA AR A A e R A\ SRR AL BAT T FE AU [ 791

6. RFREE

gi bk, RECHWRNARRIER R 7 2w & R . B E [FAL 3R KN 2= 22
AE S IR BEIR LA [75] [80] [81], (HAHKINRAIAEAE — € JmBR k. —J7H, WAHFAZE D TKE. &
7 BR SEPR T DR 1 R R D A E TR 2R B B AR A T (77 [82] [83], T XHER i Al W eV 4L 1 22 S AE AL ir
FARMHPERIGEAN L H—T5H, RE MR ERTT Z N T gA = Kk, B
[84], (HIHAERFEASMAATS 50 N IR 1156 Fr itk — 42 7t

IR DR A B ) I e 32 B USROS AR A AT e a1 T O AL R R M A
PRy R, R BAEE RN R AR LR A R [37] [56] [85]-[88]. AMMFFTAIHE— L H2 1 41 TR
AR FRIEE YRR S AR T SO R AR ERAR TR, (EREVE R LRSI 61°C A
OBN 55, FFEAENIASE AL b S 3] 0w AR . SRz Aiise, A B R “REE AN - SRR
FHERS - FAL R A RIL” BBEG A ITHESR . FERARKE B, W46 EMERfRE R R ST
(compound-specific isotope analysis, CSIA)X JCE A= MR BV IR TR . ZEIR)IEAT A 2, LAIX 43
AN AR A X BAR R AL 2R AT 5 DTk [R5 N 23— AR 5 7 v (1 1) i 2 D] B 0 Bt il s R 25 KT 49 A7)
AT AS AR . AR 22 5, AT B ARV RORE A7 3 R RERG P2 o BB, md I [F) A7 2 TR A A
5 Z Gt i =R G B S AR, SO SRR DTk R e A . R, ROGIEILE I A
R RS, lhn, B AN RAE SR I A E LSS s A A B, TS A LT R i B v AR R N T
T-HFEAL 2 M E KGR AFERFHR AT IBEVE N 822 R ] REfE G FUSAE RSB 5. Bk, ALEAE
FE B A . RIAR 53 O S S50 B BRI UE S5 T T — PR ARRE,  JF4h & = NSl 5 B A
SOOI, B2 v X B VR 5 14 S5 AR08 R 280 A L R A AT R

BRI, AR T A D EAE X IR Bk — BB G I B K 451 . B8 [RIAL R AFFIE S TR R 115
B MBI ZH R A 1) A B R X PR R A B« AR E [ B AR SRR B AR, DLORA NI I 7T AE
TV S5 1 2 T AR AN 2 1) ) R
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